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  Secretary's Report  
This has been a trying year for the women of Afghanistan and for SAWA – Australia (SA). Deterio-
rating conditions in Afghanistan have made life for our partners there very hard. Staff and students at 
AFCECO (Afghan Child Education and Care Organization) and OPAWC (Organization for Promoting 
Afghan Women's Capabilities) were directly affected by loss of life and injuries from bomb blasts. 

On 23 July a huge crowd protested against a planned change in the route of a new power line so that 
it bypasses Bamyan pro-
vince, where many Hazara 
live in poverty and had 
hoped that the new power 
line would bring electricity to 
them. During the demon-
stration two suicide bom-
bers detonated cars as the 
crowd passed, killing in-
discriminately men, women 
and children, with at least 
80 people dead and 200 
injured. Afshar district in 
Kabul, where the Vocational 
Training Centre is located, 
is inhabited mainly by 
Hazara, and OPAWC al-
ways supports the just 
demands of the population. 
OPAWC reported that some 

staff of the Vocational Training Centre and their relatives are among the victims. Study was 
suspended while focus was given to visiting hospitals and arranging funerals. SAWA – Australia (SA) 
launched a special appeal to assist bomb victims that raised $4,300 within a week to help families with 
funeral costs. 

AFCECO informed us on 7 September: "It has been a difficult month for us here. We had a number of 
terror attacks. One of our cleaning women lost her son who worked in the police force. He had been 
cleaning up the area from body parts and blood when a second explosion happened." 

The situation in the provinces is even worse. OPAWC executive director OPAWC reported about 
Hamoon Clinic on 17 October: "As you know Farah, like Kunduz and Helmand,  is one of the most 
insecure provinces. Fighting has never stopped in this province, but until recently the fighting was in 
the districts and villages, not in the capital city. Unfortunately the fighting has come to around 4 to 
5 km  from the city center. Some people who had the money flew urgently to Kabul and Herat, while 
most of the poor people moved into the mountains and to the villages where they could be safe from 
the bombs and rockets. OPAWC urgently flew the staff of Hamoon Clinic to Herat and rented a house 
for them, where they were provided with food, clothes and essential items. The staff stayed in Herat 
for four days until the situation in the city center got better and we could fly the staff back to attend to 
people, who were in need more than at any other time. Now our staff are in the city and the clinic is 
operating daily, and the staff are there even during the holidays because a lot of injuries come to the 
clinic." 

Thanks to the resilience and determination of OPAWC's staff 182 women could complete their literacy 
course by mid-2016 but had to wait for their graduation ceremony and certificates because the  new 
Minister of Education had put all contracts with NGOs on hold, including the contract with OPAWC. 
The graduation ceremony was eventually held on 23 January 2017 and the women received their 
Merit and Completion Certificates. It is a very special day for the students who prepare the entire 
event themselves. As always the event marks their transformation from beggars to confident women, 
and they celebrate with enthusiasm. OPAWC director Latifa Ahmady and several guests including 
Mr Zafari, the representative of the Literacy Department of the Ministry of Education, gave speeches. 
All speakers praised OPAWC and gave it high scores for its work. 
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members organized an International Women's Day breakfast at her home, which was attended by 
32 women. In Adelaide SAWA committee members held a stall at the Nowrooz Festival organized by 
the Iranian Women's Association of South Australia.  

One of our supporters made the very generous offer to match every donation sent through our online 
portal during November and December 2016 dollar for dollar. The offer raised $8,750. 

We are saddened to report that Helen Fletcher, one of our most 
supportive members, died after a short battle with cancer on 
8 February 2017. Helen was involved with SAWA from the start, or 
at least from 2005. She served as a committee member from 2008 
until 2010. Before she joined the committee she worked in 2007 to 
establish links between SAWA and Zonta. As the Dean of Flinders 
accommodation she made the resident students aware of the plight 
of Afghanistan's women by organising social events such as a 
special quiz about Afghanistan, with the proceeds going to SAWA. 

In 2010 Helen resigned from the committee because of her many 
other activities but continued to attend our AGMs until 2014. She 
always promoted SAWA activities by sending our flyers and posters 
around to her contacts, the  last one an invitation to a concert less 
than a year ago (2016). Helen was a steadfast supporter of SAWA 
and valued by all. Her radiant smile and heart-warming friendship 
will be missed by many. 

SAWA – Australia (SA) is grateful for the ongoing support provided by the South Australian branch of 
the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), as well as to all groups and 
individuals who organize fundraisers and give ongoing support to the Women of Afghanistan. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our Convener Matthias Tomczak who suffered serious 
health complications this year. Matthias fought for his recovery and remained undaunted in his 
commitment to SAWA. We thank him for his focus and practical implementation of everything that is 
involved in running this important organization, including producing and editing the quarterly 
newsletter, the SAWAN. 

I finish with some of the words in the New Year's greeting from OPAWC director Latifa Ahmady: “Let's 
live well with love in our hearts for justice, peace and equality. Let's remember that every adversity 
and every failure personally and politically offers an opportunity that can be seized. We must resist the 
rise of right politics, support women empowerment globally and locally, organize and keep moving.”  

Christine Gamble, October 2017 

 Project Reports 

 Vocational Training Centre 
Based on the reports of OPAWC director Latifa Ahmady  

OPAWC is proud to have national and international support to continue its activities in support of 
women finding their position in the community. OPAWC expresses its deepest thanks to all supporters 
of the Vocational Training Centre. Your support lightens the way and the lives of the poor and 
miserable women of Afghanistan. 

Afshar District is one of the poorest areas in Kabul city, where warlords are still in power. With the 
help of OPAWC Centres this area is undergoing changes in the lives of its people. 

OPAWC has been working in this area continuously since 2008, supported by SAWA-Australia (SA), 
to help people come out of their misery and determine their destiny themselves. Since 2010 the 
people have been supported through two Centres, the Handicraft Centre and the Literacy Centre. 
While the Handicraft Centre, which is supported by the Italian non-profit organisation COSPE, has 

 
Helen Fletcher (front right) next 
to her late mother at the SAWA 
(SA) quiz night, November 2011 
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remained at its initial location, the Literacy Centre supported by SAWA-Australia (SA) is moved to a 
different suburb every two years to reach the largest number of women in need. Having covered the 
suburbs Spin Kalay, Galay Gernail and Bala Koh in the past, the Literacy Centre was moved to 
Gharga Da Araban, another district of Afshar, in 2016. 

Gharga Da Araban is under the control of warlords, particularly Abdul Rasul Sayyaf, a fundamentalist 
warlord of the Wahhabi faith with close connections to the Saudi king family, and his commanders. 
OPAWC selected the area because there are no schools and no courses, and a strong need to offer 
literacy courses was felt in this area. 

Our staff did a survey and registered 500 women. Of these, 260 women joined OPAWC's classes, 
while the others have not been allowed to come to the Centre. It takes time to gain the trust of the 
people through the testimony of our work. We are trying to visit the women’s houses and convince 
their families, especially the male members of the family, to allow their women to come to the Centre. 

 

The Vocational Training Centre was badly affected by the massive explosion of 23 July. Handicraft 
teacher Basira lost her uncle with two sons and her brother is seriously injured. Literacy teacher Adela 
lost her brother-in-law and her cousin is injured. Members of the family of tailoring teacher Freshta 
were injured. Literacy teacher Rakia lost her brother-in-law and uncle. Literacy student Nabila lost her 
brother, handicraft student Shafiqa three members of her family, and three members of her family are 
seriously injured. Most of the Afshar students were busy with funeral procedures. The incident is very 
painful for all of us. 

Function of Graduation 

The tenth graduation celebration of women from OPAWC's Vocational Training Centre was delayed 
because in mid-2016 the new Minister of Education had put all contracts with NGOs on hold, including 
the contract with OPAWC. The function was finally held on Monday 23 January 2017. Merit and 
Completion Certificates were given to 182 students who had come to the centre accepting all risks 
and difficulties to finish their literacy and skill programs. 

The day was a very special day for our students, who had learned thousands of new things, thus 
making changes to their lives, turning from beggars to confident women. They celebrated their 
graduation with enthusiasm.  



Support Association for the Women of Afghanistan (SA) 
 

6 Annual Report 2016/17  
 

Most of the students who had learned literacy and handicrafts skills in OPAWC's Training Centres 
participated in the program, but more importantly the women prepared and handled the entire event 
themselves and provided a most interesting program, which is a great achievement for OPAWC. 

The program covered different topics, including a speech by OPAWC executive director Latifa 
Ahmady, who gave brief but important information about the current situation of women in Afghanistan 
and the importance of learning for the women. 

OPAWC students performed two songs, Zanan Bar Pa (Women Arisen) and Toloyi Aftab (Arisen of 
the Sun). Several guests gave speeches, among them General Saber Aryan from the 5th department 
of the security police, Marukh Usifzai the head of social coordination of the Women's Ministry, and 
Mr Zafari the representative of the Literacy Department of the Ministry of Education. All speakers 
praised OPAWC and gave it high scores for its work. 

The young band Melodi 
played wonderfully on sitar, 
and one of their friends sang 
a song for women on this 
special day.  

A great poem was performed 
by a woman who had a 
wonderful voice and im-
pressed the audience with 
her spirited performance. 

A woman and mother 
reported the story of her life, 
recalling the worst moments 
of her life before saying that 
now OPAWC is changing her 
life, opening a new world for 
her. Her story was very 

painful, but she is feeling happy now because she can work and send her children to school and 
provide her daily expenses. She presented her story herself, and after her presentation OPAWC had a 
small gift for her. 

At the end of the program we had a wonderful drama based on real life events, the painful story of one 
of the many thousand women of our country. It had a great message for the audience and our other 
students how to struggle against difficulties and stand on one's own feet in life. 
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After finishing the program we had lunch for our guests and tea with cake and cookies for our 
students. This was the best program in the history of OPAWC graduations and a great opportunity for 
our students to gain experience for the next program in which they are to participate. 

Computer and English Classes 

Knowledge of English is essential for anyone who aims to join the workforce, where computer literacy 
is often required as well. There is a strong interest in computer and English classes in Gharga Da 
Araban. We have had English and Computer classes in the Handicraft Centre for many years; these 
classes continue. In Gharga Da Araban we have been able to establish an English class in the 
Literacy Centre for 60 women in two shifts but not a computer class yet.  We are in search of funding 
to establish a computer lab for these women attending the Literacy classes too. 

The students who are attending the English and Computer classes are happy to have access to these 
courses. They have learnt the office program and are able to work by themselves on a computer. 
They told their teacher that they are able to teach others the things they have learned in the Centre. 
As soon as they finished their primary education in English and computer they will be trained on how 
to use online websites and how to upload a document. They are waiting enthusiastically to start this 
activity. 

Staff meetings 

OPAWC holds meetings with all its staff once a month. In this meeting one member is selected to 
work as mediator and writer, whose responsibility is to write down all the issues. Each member gives 
brief information about her/his class or activity. What has been done, what has not been done, what is 
the progress, and what are the problems they face? The aim of these meetings is to be informed of all 
activities in a transparent way and where problems arise to search better ways for better 
implementation of the project. At the end of every meeting all agree on the main issues that 
were discussed and put their signatures at the bottom of the minutes. 

Women committee meetings 

Women committees are active and holding their meetings regularly every 15 days. The committee in 
the Gharga Da Araban Literacy Centre has been established, and a number of women joined it. A 
divorce case was the first issue tackled by the committee. It has been introduced to HAWCA, the 
Humanitarian Assistance for the Women and  Children of Afghanistan, who followed it up. 

Although the women committee in Gharga Da Araban has been established only recently, significant 
changes have already been observed in the ways and attitudes of the women in the committee. They 
are progressing day by day and are capable of solving the cases of family violence in their own 
families and those of their neighbors. They are happy to see changes in their lives and to have found 
the ability to help others. 

Training sessions held by HAWCA 

OPAWC's partner HAWCA visited 
OPAWC's new center in Gharga Da 
Araban after its opening, introduced 
itself and talked with the women 
about issues of concern. HAWCA 
plans to offer training for the women 
who are in most need of such 
programs and will implement it very 
soon. 

Several training sessions were held 
by HAWCA members on a range of 
issues including EVAW (the Law of 
Elimination of Violence against 
Women), the Law of Marriage, child 
harassment and others. The women 
participated with interest in these 
sessions. 
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Celebration of International Women's Day 

International Women’s Day is the day of solidarity of women across the globe. On this day the 
organizations, parties and democratic and revolutionary individuals, especially those freedom loving 
women who struggle for their rights, vow once again to continue their tireless efforts for women‘s 
rights and equality. OPAWC has been a pioneer in all issues related to women and has been active in 
all social programs to raise its voice and to defend the women to every degree possible. 

This year OPAWC celebrated International Women’s Day in four provinces: Kabul, Herat, Farah and 
Nangarhar. Each province had its separate program with speeches, national songs and theatre 
performance. The themes of all speeches were approximately the same, about the present worsening 
of conditions for women and the bad situation of the country in general. 

The functions in most pro-
vinces including Kabul were 
held in the presence of 
guests from related minis-
tries and foreign supporters. 
OPAWC director Latifa 
Ahmady addressed the 
meeting: "I congratulate you 
on this important day and 
warmly hold the hands of all 
freedom loving women of 
the world and salute the 
brave women of Kurdistan 
for their recent active part 
and struggle for their rights. 
OPAWC‘s long term expe-
rience shows that if chances 
be given to women they 
have the capability to play 
their role in political, econo-
mical and social fields even 

better than men. We witness violence against women in every corner of the country and we should 
know that the domestic violence is not a separate issue from the political system of the country. The 
women are still exchanged with animals, they are sexually abused, they are stoned to death, their 
body parts are heinously cut off or they are burned alive. More than 25% of the four million people 
addicted to drugs are women. The conditions of women in prisons are worse. But we women should 

not be without hope, we should 
not loose courage as we know 
where there is war there is 
struggle. We women must 
struggle fearlessly and be strong 
in our decision to enhance our 
knowledge and become self-
confident so we can break the 
chains of barbarism and slavery 
and can make ourselves free of 
all these disasters.” 

The function ended with a theater 
performance to celebrate the free-
dom women gain if they support 
each other, have access to 
education and can establish their 
independence in the face of many 
difficulties. 
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Celebration of International Teacher’s Day 

International Teacher's Day is celebrated on 5 October every year. In Afghanistan it is celebrated in 
every state institution, but unfortunately all these celebrations are just symbolic and staged. 

OPAWC celebrated International Teacher Day in both sections of the Vocational Training Centre. This 
program included a variety of 
themes with speeches, poems 
about Teacher’s Day in 
different languages and at the 
end gifts for teachers by 
OPAWC staff. OPAWC director 
Latifa Ahmady gave a speech 
regarding the importance of 
education and the role of 
teachers in the society. She 
concluded by saying "It is a 
great time to see your beaming 
and cheerful faces in this 
difficult time. I am very de-
lighted to see your interest and 
respect for your teachers and 
your education". Ahmady en-
couraged the students to work 
hard and take advantage of the 
opportunities they have in order to reduce the rate of violence they faced daily. 

At the end of the program OPAWC thanked all teachers and instructors for their honesty and hard 
work by presenting them with small gifts. The students wore national and colorful clothes, presented 
flowers to their teachers and were very happy. 

Breast and Ovarian Cancer workshop 

On 23 August 2016 a one day 
workshop was held for OPAWC 
students in the campus of the 
Vocational Training Centre. The 
aim of the workshop was to 
raise awareness about the 
prevention of breast and 
ovarian cancer. The workshop 
was presented by 16 year old 
Farida, who talked about the 
causes of breast cancer and 
the ways of preventing this 
disease, and attended by 
around 60 women who were all 
students of OPAWC. 

Following the presentation a 
dialogue session took place in 
which the participants raised 
their specific questions about 
breast and ovarian cancer. 

Such workshops are arranged because about 1.7 million of women are affected by this disease and 
27,000 of them die in the world every year due to lack of knowledge of this disease. OPAWC is trying 
to help the women know dangerous illnesses and to prevent them on time. The participants 
appreciated OPAWC’s initiative to organize awareness sessions on important issues related to their 
health and asked OPAWC to organize more sessions of this kind. 
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Advancement of women to Higher Education 

Some women were interested in continuing their education in higher classes; OPAWC introduced 
them with honour through a formal letter to the high school. This is a good achievement for OPAWC; 
the women passed their examinations with excellent grades. 

Training on food processing  

OPAWC ran a six months training course for women how to prepare various types of food and how to 
find markets for their products. Women participated with interest and have learned to produce different 
kinds of food. Some women now make bolany (potato turnovers) and sauce, which the male members 
of their families sell outside. 

OPAWC’s aim for these trainings is to help the women to stand on their own feet financially. At the 
end of the program OPAWC distributed the initial equipment to the women in order to help them to 
make food in their houses. 

Meeting with LEAD 

OPAWC had a meeting with Homa Usmany, the 
Executive Director of Leading Entrepreneurs for 
Afghanistan’s Development (LEAD). Several issues 
were discussed at the meeting. LEAD asked 
OPAWC to cooperate with the organization and 
introduced business women who face problems in 
the four provinces where LEAD has offices: Kabul, 
Mazar-Sharif, Nangerhar and Herat. In return LEAD 
will provide training for OPAWC students in different 
fields as required. OPAWC has provided a list of 
women for LEAD to start the collaboration. 

 World Literacy Day  

 OPAWC members participated in the World Literacy Day event that was held on 5 September 2016. 
This event was celebrated by the Afghanistan Center at Kabul University (ACKU) and attended by 
high ranking members of educational institutions including the Director of Kabul University, the Deputy 
of Literacy and representatives of different institutions including OPAWC. 

 
Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi, the Deputy of Literacy, was not satisfied with the progress of 
education in the country. He said: "Around 850 – 900 schools are completely closed in the country due 
to insecurity and war, and those schools that are operating are also facing obstacles, and their 
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teaching is not satisfactory. In general the quality of education in both schools and courses is low and 
we are not satisfied with the achieved result.” He concluded: "From Hamid Karzai’s period till now the 
literacy department along with its national and international partners has educated around 40% but 
60% of citizens remain illiterate due to insecurity and poverty in the country. Only one per cent of the 
total budget of the Ministry of Education is allocated to the Literacy Section.” 

 
OPAWC believes that the level of illiteracy in the country is higher than the percentage given by the 
Deputy of Literacy. OPAWC is happy to always receive a very high score in relation to educating 
women. OPAWC works honestly in this field, accepts all risks and promises to continue its reliable 
work in education in this war-torn country. 

 Hamoon Clinic 
One of SAWA (SA)'s support projects is OPAWC's Hamoon Clinic in 
Farah province. Our annual fundraising efforts have never been suffi-
cient to allow us regular payments in support of the clinic, but we are 
fortunate to have Planet Wheeler, the private ancillary fund established 
in 2008 by the founders of Lonely Planet Publications Maureen and 
Tony Wheeler, as generous and reliable partners. 

Since 2011 Planet Wheeler has supplied an ever increasing amount  of 
base support for the clinic. SAWA (SA) has contributed on two 
occasions, first by raising the funds for a new ambulance through crowd 
funding, and last year by obtaining an ultrasound machine through the 
services of the DAK foundation. 

We are grateful to Planet Wheeler for this continued support for an 
essential health service in a very poor province. We are also pleased 
that we can assist Planet Wheeler with the transfer of its funds through 
our connection with Compass Global Markets, as sending money 
directly to Afghanistan through banks is still problematic. 

2016 was the second year that International Women's Day was celebrated at Hamoon Clinic. 
Celebrating such an event in a rural remote province like Farah is a significant step for the liberation of 
women whose lives are set in traditional tribal shackles. The celebration in Hamoon Clinic was 
therefore different from those held in the cities of other provinces. Staff and patients took an active 
part in it and held an all-encompassing function. OPAWC presented a slide show about the history of 
International Women's Day and its importance in the present world. The staff expressed their solidarity 

Planet Wheeler support for 
Hamoon Clinic transferred 
through the SAWA (SA) 

account 
year amount 

(US$) 

2011/12 30,000 

2012/13 34,000 

2013/14 49,000 

2014/15 50,000 

2015/16 50,000 

2016/17 73,000 
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with the families of doctors and patients who were martyred in the recent battle with the Taliban and 
the attacks on the Military Hospital, where more than 250 professional doctors, nurses and patients 
were killed and more than 500 wounded. 

 

German women's activist Clara Zetkin, one of the founders of International Women's Day, is seen as part of a slideshow on 
the history of International Women's Day in Hamoon Clinic 

 Student scholarships 
Several students in AFCECO's foster houses completed their high school in 2016 and are now hoping 
to be able to take up tertiary studies. All are working for AFCECO while studying and determined to 
make a contribution to a new Afghanistan where women enjoy equal rights with men and tribal conflict 
is a thing of the past.  

Having witnessed the death of a woman during 
childbirth because in her home province there were no 
midwives or even a doctor, Malalai wants to become a 
midwife herself. Malalai is from Nuristan province, a 
mountainous isolated area. She joined an AFCECO 
orphanage in 2007 along with her two smaller sisters 
who are now both studying professional music. She 
finished high school in 2015 and works currently with 
AFCECO's sponsor-child communication team. She is 
also an exceptional soccer player and a member of 
Afghanistan's National Women's Football Team. 

Malalai is sponsored by SAWA member Cookie Lloyd, 
who has been and continues to be one of SAWA's 
most determined supporters. In 2015 Cookie spon-
sored Zarmina, who has completed her course. 
Before that she sponsored medical student Sosan. 
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One of our supporters in Rosanna, 
Victoria, has taken up a sponsorship 
for Saeeda, one of the AFCECO 
students who finished high school 
and are entering tertiary studies. 
Saeeda already entered university 
this year to study Pashto literature 
and hopes to finish her degree at 
the end of 2018.  

Saeeda was born in a Peshawar 
refugee camp where she attended 
an Afghan school for refugees. 
Saeeda’s family had a hard life there 
and eventually moved to Afgha-
nistan after the fall of the Taliban 
regime. Her hometown is called 
Dare-Noor, which is a very poor 
area of Jalalabad.  Saeeda first 
joined an AFCECO orphanage in 
Jalalabad. After the orphanage 
closed she moved to an orphanage 
in Kabul. She graduated from high 
school in early 2015 and started 
working for AFCECO, just like other 
AFCECO university students. She 
now works in AFCECO’s finance 
department as an accountant. Saeeda is also outstanding in sport and is the goal keeper in AFCECO 
girl’s football team. She won several awards in different tournaments and competitions with other 
teams across Kabul. In early 2017 she enrolled at university to study Pashto literature. 

The third student sponsored by SAWA (SA) members 
during 2017 is Zarmina. Her dream is to become a 
sculptor and contribute to the cultural expression of her 
country. We have been discussing with her a project for 
which we ran a successful crowd-funding drive to cover 
the cost of the project. 

Zarmina will produce two sculptures, one for Kabul and 
one for Adelaide, of two women, one Afghan, the other 
Australian. To indicate the friendship between the 
people of Australia and Afghanistan the two women will 
hold two pitchers from which water flows into a bowl, 
joining into a single stream on the way. 

Zarmina is quite excited about the project, as are we. 
We hope to have Zarmina in Australia with one of her 
sculptures for the opening event next year. 

Zarmina at the university with one of her works 
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 Financial Report 

Report for 2016/17 
Income and Expenditure show the total financial activity.  

Support payments to Afghanistan are transferred in US dollars. To minimize losses from currency 
exchange SAWA-Australia (SA) established an account in US dollars in February 2014. This account 
still contains US$484.18 but is now dormant and will be closed in the next financial year because 
SAWA-Australia (SA) now transfers funds through Compass Global Markets.1 

_________________________________________________________________________________

Account overview 
 

Bank balance brought forward (30/6/2016) $ 36,103.69 USD 681.52  
Total income (includes $810.03 interest) $ 66,838.43   
Transfer AUS to US dollars - $ 72,445.00  -> USD 53,820.51 
Total expenditure - $ 73,346.26 USD - 54,017.852 

SAWA-AUSTRALIA (SA) bank balance at 30 June 2017 $ 29,595.863 USD 484.18 

Additional funds handled through the SAWA-Australia (SA) account for Hamoon Clinic 
Payment from Planet Wheeler (USD 73,000) EUR 63,390.07 
Transfer to Afghanistan  EUR - 63,390.074 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Income and expenses by source and destination 

 

 

 

Income 
 
Account balance on 1/7/2016 $ 36,104 USD  682 

Vocational Training Centre (VTC) 
Literacy Program 

Donations and membership5 $ 27,269  
Fundraising events and activities6  $   1,939 
Double your donations offer $   8,750 
Bomb victims appeal $   4,300 
End of financial year appeal $ 11,850 
Interest on term investments $      810 

Total income for VTC $ 54,918 

Hamoon Clinic  
Donations5 $      800   

Total income for Hamoon Clinic          $      800 
  

University scholarships $ 11,120 

Overall income for 2016/17  $ 66,838   

Conversion to US dollars7 - $ 72,445 USD 53,821 

Available for transfer to Afghanistan  USD 53,821 

 

Expenses by destination 
 
Support sent to Afghanistan 

Available for transfer  USD 53,821 
 
Vocational Training Centre: USD 45,119  
 
Hamoon Clinic: USD      500  
 
University Scholarships6  USD   8,202  

Total to Afghanistan 

from SAWA (SA)  USD 53,821  

from Planet Wheeler 
Hamoon Clinic: USD 73,000 

USD account fees USD      197 

USD balance on 30/6/2017 USD     484 
 
Expenses in Australia 
Auditor fee  $ 185 
PO Box fee $ 186 
office sundries (stamps, envelopes) $ 530 

Total expenses in Australia $ 901  
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Notes:  
1 Australian banks do not allow money transfer to Afghanistan. SAWA-Australia (SA) handles all 

transfers through the foreign exchange company Compass Global Markets. 
2 This amount includes197.35 account fees for the now dormant US dollar account. 
3 SAWA-Australia (SA) sends funds to Afghanistan at the beginning of the calendar year but operates 

on Australia's financial year. The significant bank balance at the end of June 2017 therefore 
represents the first half of the funds that will be sent to Afghanistan in early 2018. 

4 As a prescribed ancillary fund Planet Wheeler has to send all funds through associations with 
Deductible Gift Recipient status. SAWA-Australia (SA) is pleased to be able to assist Planet Wheeler 
in that regard. Because Planet Wheeler sends its funds in US dollars and all transfers through 
Compass Global Markets have to involve a currency exchange this amount was transferred in Euro. 

5 Donations received through cheque, direct bank deposit into the SAWA-Australia (SA) Bendigo Bank 
account, and online through www.givenow.com.au. 

6 Special events and activities (film nights; concerts; sales at markets and stalls; sale of Entertainment 
books). 

7 Conversions into US dollars are performed using the exchange rate given by Compass Global 
Markets on the day. 
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