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 A word from our patron 
Everywhere we look around the world at the moment, it seems that women and girls are under attack.  
Social and economic inequality are rife and violence is prevalent in many countries.  Not only is this 
wrong because it so inherently unfair - preventing women and girls from living their lives fully and 
realizing their full potential. But it also undermines the social and economic development of the 
communities in which they live – depriving those communities of the full energy, wisdom, capacity and 
talents of half their population.  

After decades of war, this is particularly true for women and girls in Afghanistan. I have found it 
particularly poignant to learn that, before the Soviet occupation and the Taliban takeover, Afghanistan 
was a relatively progressive country with an enlightened outlook on women’s rights. At one time 
Afghan women comprised 50% of government workers, 70% of schoolteachers and 40% of doctors in 
Kabul. How they must yearn for those days!  This is why I so strongly support the work of SAWA-
Australia (SA) in bringing hope to the women of Afghanistan – particularly in the form of education. I 
am honoured to be the SAWA patron and wholeheartedly join with you all in working to make good 
change for these women.  

Penny Wright 

 Secretary's Report 
July 2015 – June 2016 

The 2015 – 2016 year has been a year full of challenges, sorrow, but also considerable successes.  

A bomb blast in August 2015 in the vicinity of the Vocational Training Centre affected several 
members of the staff, who lost family members or had injured relatives. Fahima, one of the longest 
serving and most admired teachers, sadly, lost three members of her family. There were many victims 
in the neighbourhood, and OPAWC had to suspend teaching and training to care for the wounded and 
console survivors in the suburb. OPAWC Director Latifa Ahmady emailed: “I am sorry to tell you about 
these sad issues, but as you are like our close family and partner, you should know our conditions.” 
SAWA-Australia (SA) issued a donation appeal to assist the bomb victims, and our supporters showed 
their compassion by donating $3,281 to help with funeral and hospital costs.  

After a high magnitude earthquake in Kabul on 26 October 2015, the SAWA-Australia (SA) committee 
was relieved to hear that everyone connected with SAWA’s projects in Afghanistan was safe. Another 
email from Latifa said: “Thank you so much for your kind feelings and concerns for us. We are fine 
and safe. Some of the houses of the students, which are built from mud bricks, have fallen down, but 
their family members are fine. Some people got injured and we have been living outside for two nights 
because of possible aftershocks. It was really terrifying." 

Beyond humanitarian assistance to bring wo-
men relief from the consequence of war and 
disaster, SAWA’s objective is to assist the 
women of Afghanistan in their struggle for a 
new society that brings security at home and 
in public and affords women and men equal 
rights through fundraising and public events. 

For the first time for several years, SAWA 
held a fundraising dinner and silent auction 
again at the Pondok Bali restaurant. Forty-
eight guests enjoyed delicious food and were 
entertained by the soulful music of Trio 
Montagne. A highlight of the event was the 
Afghan music performed by Farid Drokhshan 
and friends.  
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SAWA – Australia (SA) was privileged 
to be able to present two outstanding 
and diverse musical performances. The 
Nonos Quartet performed two rarely 
played pieces of chamber music at the 
Flinders Street Baptist Church. Sixty 
music lovers were captivated. 

The Mondegreens, a nine voice a 
capella group with musical accompa-
niment, enchanted a large crowd at the 
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church. They 
performed original arrangements inclu-
ding 40s and 50s songs and had the 
audience tapping and singing along. 
We thank Nonos Nonet and the Monde-
greens for lending their considerable 
talent in support of Afghan Women. 

The SAWA- Australia (SA) committee 
received two very generous donations 
of art quilts to be raffled for our 
Christmas raffle. These were made by 
award-winning quilt makers Prue Wheal 
and Val Giles. The raffle was hugely 
successful and the winners were very 
excited when they saw their prizes. 

A particularly successful help for our 
fundraising was a documentary by two 
freelance filmmakers from the USA. 
Alexandria Bombach and Mo Scarpelli 
went to Afghanistan to document the 
life and work of four press photogra-
phers and the recovery of photography 
after it had been freed from the ban on 
photography issued by the Taliban. 
Their outstanding documentary Frame 
by Frame gives a rare view of Afgha-
nistan through the lenses and experien-
ces of four people in the midst of 
historical events and everyday life. The 
film makers approached SAWA (SA) for 
help to organize screenings in 
Australia. SAWA (SA) purchased a 
digital copy of the movie with the right 
to show it for fundraising and premiered 
the film in Perth and Hobart in October 
and in Melbourne and Adelaide in 
November 2015. The film has subse-
quently been shown in Sydney, again in 
Perth, in Port Adelaide, Kerang, 
Montmorency, Murwillumbah, for 
Amnesty International in Adelaide, and 
at the Mercury Cinema in Adelaide. 
Many thanks to all the groups around 
Australia who willingly gave of their 
time to raise funds and care for the 
Women of Afghanistan.  
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In August 2015 SAWA-Australia (SA) patron Penny Wright resigned from her valued role in the Senate 
for family reasons. On 20 August 2015, the last day, Penny moved a motion in support of SAWA’s 
work, that was unanimously supported by all parties: 

“I move that the Senate-  

notes: (i) that the costs of political unrest fall disproportionately on the 
rights and wellbeing of women, and 

(ii) that the Support Association of the women of Afghanistan (SAWA) – 
Australia (South Australia) was set up in 2010 as its first state branch: 

acknowledges the valuable work of these organisations, dedicated to 
raising funds and awareness for human rights, education, nutrition, 
health, safety and improving the self-esteem of Afghanistan’s Women 
and children; and  

acknowledges and welcomes the ongoing work of Professor Matthias 
Tomczak in his role as convener of SAWA – Australia (South Australia) 
and as leader in promoting the rights and wellbeing of women in 
Afghanistan. 

We, the committee and members are very thankful to Penny for this recognition and support. 

Our three support projects in Afghanistan, OPAWC's Vocational training Centre in Kabul and Hamoon 
Clinic in Farah province, and scholarships for students from AFCECO’s foster homes, continued with 
good progress. This is documented in more detail in dedicated sections of this report.  

The past year has seen Afghan refugees expelled from Pakistan, and the European Union has begun 
to repatriate Afghans to fend for themselves in their home country. We have watched with hope and 
bated breath more than 10,000 people in the streets of Kabul in November 2015, when members of all 
ethnic groups joined in the protest against the killing of seven Hazaras and a dysfunctional 
government, saying “no” loud and clear to injustice. We heard about similar demonstrations in other 
cities, including Nangarhar, and even Zabul, where the Harazas were killed, an indication of a new 
phase in the politics of Afghanistan. The people have become politically alert, and confrontation with 
the corrupt and inept politicians is on the increase. 

We have seen the unveiling of the Memorial to Farkhunda on the anniversary of her brutal death 
killing in public before a crowd of onlookers, built by women as a landmark and symbol for women to 
keep up the fight for liberation.  

 
We note with great pleasure that with such changes and increased need and following the closure of 
Hewad High School in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, our sister organization SAWA-Australia (NSW) decided 
to take up support for a project in Afghanistan. They have responded to a request from Nangarhar 
province to assist with the funding of another OPAWC Vocational Training Centre in its capital city 
Jalalabad close to the border of Pakistan. As a result SAWA (SA) and SAWA (NSW) will now work 
with and support the same sister organization in Afghanistan. 

A new book Breaking the boundaries edited by Joy Noble and SAWA (SA) member Yvonne Allen was 
published by Wakefield Press. It tells the stories of 46 activists from all parts of Australia and all walks 
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of life. Among them are contributions from three people well known to SAWA's supporters. SAWA 
(SA) convener Matthias Tomczak reports on the development of SAWA-Australia from 2004 to today. 
Gali Weiss remembers how she brought together 13 artists in Melbourne and initiated the project Two 
Trees, SAWA's wonderful art book. Anne Riggs, one of the contributing artists to Two Trees, 
describes how she brings art to communities around the world to inspire and educate. 

This year marked the occasion of the 50th issue of the SAWAN, SAWA-Australia's quarterly news-
letter, and on the SAWA website is now an index to all the SAWAN issues to make it easy to locate 
any particular article.  

Having registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission as a Private Benevolent 
Institution in 2014, SAWA-Australia (SA) received Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status in February 
2015, so that donations to SAWA-Australia (SA) are now tax deductible. This has already had a 
measurable impact on donation levels, particularly towards the end of the financial year period. 

We thank Angelika Tyrone, Director of Ethnic Link Services of Wesley Uniting Care Port Adelaide, for 
choosing SAWA to be its bi-annual charity. 

Before the Annual General Meeting in September 2016 our committee member Elaine Gouldhurst had 
to leave the committee for health reasons. We are grateful to Elaine for her invaluable committee 
contribution and wish her the best for the future. We welcome our good supporter Gillian Hunter to the 
committee and look forward to another successful year. 

Christine Gamble, September 2016 

 Project Reports 
 

 Vocational Training Centre 
Based on the reports of OPAWC director Latifa Ahmady  

OPAWC is proud to have national and international support to continue its activities in support of 
women finding their position in the community. OPAWC expresses its deepest thanks to all supporters 
of the Vocational Training Centre. Your support lightens the way and lives of the poor and miserable 
women of Afghanistan. 

Afshar District is one of the poorest areas in Kabul city, where warlords are still in power. With the 
help of the two sections of OPAWC's Vocational Training Centre (the Literacy section and the 
Handicraft section) this area is observing changes in the lives of its people. OPAWC works 
continuously in this area to help people come out of their misery and forge their destiny themselves. 

 
In mid-2016 OPAWC moved the Literacy Centre from Afshar to Da Araban in Qargha, an outer area of 
Kabul some 12 km from Afshar. It is an area with much illiteracy but without schools. OPAWC staff 
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went from street to street to survey the people's needs and received over 500 registrations for literacy 
courses. Not all women who registered received permission from their families to attend classes, but 
OPAWC hopes to gain the trust of the community once the results of the first few months of literacy 
courses become known. 

OPAWC holds meetings with all its staff once a month. The aim of these meetings is to be informed 
about all activities in a transparent manner and to find better ways where a problem has arisen to 
improve the implementation of the project. 

Literacy and vocational courses: 

Enrollments in the classes in the literacy and handicraft sections of the Vocational Training Centre are 
full and the activities are going smoothly. The women committees established in early 2015 are active 
and hold their meetings regularly every 15 days. Significant changes have been seen in the ways and 
attitudes of the women in the committee. They are progressing day by day and are capable of solving 
the cases of domestic violence of their families and neighbors. They are happy to see changes in their 
lives and enjoy the ability they found to help others. The topics of discussion in these months were: 
Forced marriage, two heritage cases, kidnapping of a young girl, brutal killing of Farkhunda, domestic 
violence, and a divorce case. 

Computer and English Classes: 

English classes operate in the Literacy Centre and in the Handicraft Centre. Classes in the Literacy 
Centre are attended by 70 women in two shifts. The Handicraft Centre also operates a computer class 
where students learn the office program and are able to work by themselves on a computer. They told 
their teacher that they are able to teach others the things they have learned in the centre. As soon as 
they finished their primary education in English and computer use they will be trained on how to use 
online websites and how to upload a document. They are waiting enthusiastically to start this activity. 

Graduation Function: 

183 women completed their literacy course in 2015/16 but are still waiting to receive their certificates. 
The new Minister of Education has put all contracts with NGOs on hold, including the contract with 
OPAWC. Latest information confirms that the Minister has now signed OPAWC's contract, and the 
women can expect to receive their graduation papers in the second half of 2016. 

Celebration of International Women's Day: 

International Women's 
Day, celebrated on 8 
March, is an occasion 
marked by women's 
groups around the 
world. OPAWC celebra-
ted the day in the yard 
of the Vocational Trai-
ning Centre. It was 
totally arranged by the 
students themselves. 
Several poems, texts 
and a drama perfor-
mance were presented 
by the students. 

OPAWC director Latifa 
Ahmady praised the 
students and said that 
"we women do not want 

to be greeted by a flower or by a scarf which is usually given by the government; we want practical 
action not slogans. I am sure if we put our hands together and continue our struggle for our goals, 
educate ourselves and enhance our awareness, we have the capabilities to break the chains of 
oppression". 
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Celebration of International Teachers' Day: 

The current war 
condition has affected 
the celebration of 
Teachers' Day in 
Afghanistan this year. 
Nevertheless, some 
governmental institu-
tions held a function. In 
the Vocational Training 
Centre International 
Teacher's Day was 
celebrated on 5 Octo-
ber. The program was 
again arranged by the 
students themselves. 
They presented speeches, poems and songs in praise of their teachers. 

OPAWC Administration Director Mohammad Mauroof Rayan and Executive Director Latifa Ahmady 
talked about the important role of qualified teachers in a community. They asked the students to take 
active action and to use the opportunity they have to acquire knowledge. They talked about the current 
situation in 16 provinces where schools are closed and there is no teaching opportunity because of 
war. 

This year the Education Minister Assadullah Hanif Balkhi participated in one of the functions. Praising 
talented teachers he vowed to address their situation, saying: "Improving teachers' lives has been the 
top priority in our programs and I will not leave a stone unturned to improve their lives all over the 
country”. 

Workshops and Conferences 

OPAWC participated in the following workshops and conferences during the reporting period: 
• One day workshop on medical advice 
• Training workshop on gynaecological issues 
• Workshop on violence against women 
• Workshop on children's rights 

The workshop on gynaecological 
issues was held over a two-month 
period. The training was held once a 
week in the Centre campus and run 
by Operation Mercy trainers. The 
program was very important and 
interesting for all women. Issues 
discussed included pregnancy, what 
women should do during this period, 
the various problems that can occur 
such as bleeding, high blood 
pressure, swelling of face and feet 
etc. The program stressed that such 
problems should be considered 
seriously. Similarly, issues of nutrition during pregnancy, heavy activities, miscarriages etc. were 
discussed in detail. Participants were issued with a certificate of achievement. 

The workshop about violence against women was held on 10 November 2015 by trainers from 
HAWCA, the Humanitarian Assistance for the Women and  Children of Afghanistan. The one-day 
workshop covered issues such as: What is violence, kinds of violence, reasons for violence, why 
women are not responding to violence, forced marriage, and world-wide efforts to eliminate violence 
against women. 
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The workshop on children's rights was also held with the assistance of HAWCA. It described in detail 
the legal situation of what being a child means according to the Civil Law and the Criminal Law. 
(According to the Civil Law a girl who is below 16 years and boys who are below 18 are called a child.) 
Many types of crimes against children were presented through lectures and joint discussion. The 
punishment for those who commit a crime against a child was also described. 

A full report on the activities of the Vocational Training Centre is available online at 
http://www.sawa-australia.org/projects/vocational-training-centre. 

 

  Hamoon Clinic 
The main supporter of OPAWC's Hamoon Clinic is Planet Wheeler, the private ancillary fund establi-
shed in 2008 by the founders of Lonely Planet Publications Maureen and Tony Wheeler. SAWA-
Australia (SA) has augmented Planet Wheeler's support on occasions, by donating an ambulance in 
2013/14 and a portable ultrasound in 2014/15. 

During 2015/16 the clinic was supported entirely by Planer Wheeler, with some contributions from 
SAWA-Australia (SA) supporters. The developments at the clinic are nevertheless of interest to our 
supporters, particularly as activities in the clinic now go beyond medical services and aim at improving 
the general situation of women in the province. 

An important develop-
ment was the cele-
bration of International 
Women’s Day at the 
clinic for the first time 
in the history of the 
province. Staff and 
some patients presen-
ted speeches and 
poems, and there was 
much interest and 
encouragement from 
all participants. It is a 
first step in raising 
awareness and  confi-
dence that the women 
of this remote province 
are supported in their 
rights and can defend 
their rights in the face 
of traditional subjuga-
tion. 

The following information is based on the reports of OPAWC director Latifa Ahmady  

Almost 13 years have gone since the clinic was first opened to patients and during that period this 
health centre has earned a reputation of being the only reliable medical centre in the province. As the 
whole population was depended on the ill-equipped state run hospital, establishment of this clinic was 
a blessing for them. People make hours of journey from very remote villages and wait hours and 
sometimes days for their turn. The clinic became famous in the province and known in every corner of 
the province. 

Hamoon Clinic is a small health centre with two main doctors: one nurse gynaecologist and one 
medical and child specialist who together treat around 120 patients per day. Several years ago it could 
establish a blood test laboratory. The laboratory became very important in a short time. Before people 
used to go to Herat or Kandahar or even Kabul for a simple blood test, borrowing the money for the 
trip. Now they are happy to get their result in their own home town for free. 
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Recently Hamoon Clinic received a well equipped ultrasound machine from its supporters in Australia, 
another step to challenge ISIS and other parties that threaten the people of the province while 
Hamoon Clinic progresses and serves its people day by day. OPAWC has added two new staff 
members (a technologist and a qualified ultrasound operator) for the ultrasound section, and more and 
more patients are coming to this section now. It is no exaggeration to say that opening a blood test 
laboratory and an ultrasound section and operating a well equipped ambulance in Hamoon brought a 
real revolution for the poor people of Farah province, where a quarter of the population and particularly 
women are addicted to drugs. OPAWC and staff and patients express their love and thanks to all 
loving supporters. 

During the current reporting period the clinic had to renew its registration with the Ministry of Public 
Health. The Directory of Public Health in Farah is very impressed by the reliable service the clinic 
offers and appreciates its operation in this needy province. The evaluation team of Public Health visits 
the clinic every fortnight and advises the personnel how to work in accordance with the policies of the 
Ministry. 

Abdul Jalil the administrator of Hamoon Clinic 
participated in a workshop on HIV that was 
arranged by the Directory of Public Health of 
Farah province. Following his participation he 
held a workshop in Hamoon Clinic for patients 
and staff. 

The OPAWC Monitoring Team could not  go to 
Farah for evaluation this year because of the 
worsening security condition in that province. 
The OPAWC office arranged a phone call and 
Skype meeting with its personnel, who said that 
ISIS poses a greater threat than the Taliban.  
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 Student scholarships 

 
Two of our sponsored students graduated from university in November 2015. Zubaida (left) and 
Shazia (centre) completed their law degree. Zubaida worked as an unpaid intern for several months 
before she decided to return to her home province Nuristan, where she now works as a teacher with a 
good salary. Shazia had to search for a job for several months but is now working in a god job with an 
NGO in Jalalabad. We are very happy that both completed their studies successfully and found good 
employment, where they will become examples of the role of women in a new Afghanistan. 

Six students from foster homes of AFCECO, the Afghan Child Education and Care Organisation, are 
currently enrolled in higher education institutions and sponsored by SAWA-Australia (SA) members. 
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Zarmina (previous page, left) is enrolled at the Department of Sculpture of Kabul University and 
wants to become an artist. In her foster house she is the head of the Educational Team, deals with 
the teachers and makes sure that they come regularly and that the students attend the classes. 

Pashtana (previous page, centre) studied at a private tertiary institution that lost its certification, so 
she now has studies at another institution to finish her Major in Management in 2016. She works as 
Administration Officer in charge of preparing payrolls. She also organizes and records meetings and 
works as assistant to AFCECO director Andeisha Farid. 

Barakat (previous page, right) is enrolled in a Bachelor of Law degree at the Gharjistan Institute of 
Higher Education. He works at AFCECO's main office in Kabul and is also the transport  manager. 

    

Rima (left) is enrolled in a Major in Dentistry at the Raazi Health Care Institute. She works as 
assistant to AFCECO's Health Manager, taking children to doctors and solving health issues at the 
orphanage. 

Hajira (centre) is also enrolled for a Major in Dentistry at the Raazi Health Care Institute. She works 
at Mehan orphanage assisting the communication team, organizing video calls between the children 
and their sponsors. Hajira and Rima have become good friends during their studies. 

Mursal (right) is in the same situation like Pashtana and has to continue her Major in Management for 
2016. She works as Inventory Officer and manages the stocks of several orphanages. She is also a 
member of the AFCECO soccer team that won the Champion Trophy among 18 teams in Kabul in 
2012. 

While the university fees of all six students are taken care of by our generous sponsors, some still 
require support for their living expenses. There are also other students from AFCECO's foster havens 
who have already entered tertiary studies and require support. SAWA-Australia (SA) actively searches 
for supporters who are willing and able to sponsor a student. 

After thee years of sponsorship we are now seeing the first of our sponsored students complete their 
degree and enter the workforce. All sponsors can be proud of their contribution to a new Afghanistan. 
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 Financial Report 

Report for 2015/16 
Income and Expenditure show the total financial activity including funds received from Planet Wheeler.  
Funds to support the day-to-day expenses of the Hamoon Clinic are transferred through the SAWA-
Australia (SA) account but are provided in full by Planet Wheeler. The annual support payment for 
2015 did not arrive before July 2015 and is therefore included in the 2015/16 financial report. 

Support payments to Afghanistan are transferred in US dollars. To minimize losses from currency 
exchange SAWA-Australia (SA) established an account in US dollars in February 2014. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

Account overview 
 

Bank balance brought forward (30/6/2015) $ 18,526.55 USD 446.75  
Total income (includes $86.90 interest) $ 92,061.90 USD  
Transfer AUS to US dollar - $ 70,900.00 -> USD 51,069.32 
Total expenditure - $   74,484.76 USD - 50,834.55 
SAWA-AUSTRALIA (SA) bank balance at 30 June 2016 $ 36,103.691 USD 681.52 

Additional funds handled through the SAWA-Australia (SA) account for Hamoon Clinic2 
Payment from Planet Wheeler  USD 50,000.00 
Transfer to Afghanistan  USD - 50,000.00 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Income and expenses by source and destination 

 

 

 

Income 
 
Account balance on 1/7/2015 $ 18,527 USD  447 

Vocational Training Centre (VTC) 
Literacy Program 

Donations and membership3 $ 46,795  
Fundraising events and activities4  $ 5,294 
Annual dinner $ 3,041 
Frame by Frame screenings $ 7,349 
Bomb victims appeal $ 3,281 
End of financial year appeal $ 5,405 
Interest on term investments $ 87 

Total income for VTC $ 71,252 

Hamoon Clinic  
Donations3 $ 5,750   

Total income for Hamoon Clinic  $ 5,750   USD 50,000
   

University scholarships $ 15,060 

Overall income for 2015/16  $ 92,062 USD 50,000  

Transfer to USD account5 - $ 70,900  USD 51,069 

Available for transfer to Afghanistan  USD 101,516 

Expenses by destination 
 
Support sent to Afghanistan 
Available for transfer  USD 101,516 
 
Vocational Training Centre: USD 35,150  
 
Hamoon Clinic: USD 54,004 
 
University Scholarships6  USD 11,550  
Total to Afghanistan  USD 100,704  
USD account fees USD      130 
USD balance on 30/6/2015 USD     682 
 
Expenses in Australia 
Auditor fee  $ 170 
Annual dinner $ 1,644 
Hall hire (concerts, AGM, movies) $ 550 
Purchase of Frame by Frame $ 436 
PO Box fee, bank transfers $ 280 
online TT fees $   42 
office sundries (stamps, envelops) $ 462 
Total expenses in Australia $ 3,584  
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Notes:  
1 SAWA-Australia (SA) sends funds to Afghanistan at the beginning of the calendar year but operates 

on Australia's financial year. The significant bank balance at the end of June 2016 therefore 
represents the first half of the funds that will be sent to Afghanistan in early 2017. 

2 Australian banks do not allow money transfer to Afghanistan. SAWA-Australia (SA) handles all 
transfers via a bank account in Pakistan and can assist Planet Wheeler to send funds. 

3 Donations received through cheque, direct bank deposit into the SAWA-Australia (SA) Bendigo Bank 
account, and online through www.givenow.com.au. 

4 Special events and activities (National Christmas raffle; concerts; sales at markets and stalls; sale of 
Entertainment books). 

5 Transfers from the Australian to US dollar account are performed using the rate given by Bendigo’s 
International Desk on the day. 

6 Sponsors of university scholarships send their contributions into the Australia dollar account in 
monthly, quarterly or annual installments. SAWA-Australia (SA) sends the funds for student support 
on a yearly basis at the beginning of the calendar year, even though some monthly and quarterly 
installments are yet to come. The amount sent in 2016 is less than the income received when the 
statement is prepared because some support funds where sent during the financial year 2014/15 in 
anticipation of supporting payments that arrived in the current report period. 
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