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 Convenor’s Report 
 

SAWA-Australia (SA)   01 July 2024 – 30 June 2025 
 
SAWA(SA) has completed another fulfilling year while pursuing our commitment to support 
the education of women and girls in Afghanistan.  This has been achieved despite constant 
challenges and ever-increasing restrictions imposed by the Taliban, designed to eradicate 
women from public life.  At SAWA, we’ve become even more aware this year of the need to 
protect the identity of our partners and contacts in Afghanistan.  As a result, we no longer 
quote names or show faces in photographs when communicating with SAWA supporters.  
This is a great disappointment, because the smiles on those faces are what we would most 
like to share with you, our generous members and friends. 
 
Life has become harder throughout the year for the staff and students of the Vocational 
Training Centre, but they have still been able and determined to share some of their 
activities with us in Australia via emails and video links.  SAWA Committee members 
watched the Graduation Day celebrations online at the end of November 2024 and shared 
the joy of the students as they received awards.  Other activities shared by the Centre have 
included speeches and songs, and an introduction to the small library of donated books (in 
Farsi and English) that has been set up for students and teachers to enjoy some quiet 
reading time. 
Throughout 2024/25, SAWA has focussed more strongly on awareness-raising within the 
wider community, and on networking with other like-minded organisations.  We were 
particularly pleased to make contact and organise joint events with the University of 
Adelaide’s Politics & International Relations Association, Women’s Collective, Film Club, and 
Criminology Student Association.   Human rights lawyer, Claire O’Connor, SC, generously and 
skilfully chaired two well-attended events at the University that asked:  “How should the 
West respond to the Taliban?”, and ”Are Women’s Rights moving backwards?”  It was 
gratifying to see genuine interest and compassion from students and younger people who 
might easily be diverted by other issues.  SAWA’s presentation to the Zonta Club of Gawler 
also highlighted and endorsed our two organisations’ aims to build a better world for 
women and girls.  Other fundraising events during the year included a movie night at the 
Mercury Cinema featuring the film “Laughing in Afghanistan”, and a pre-Mother’s Day 
shopping afternoon hosted by Regalia Bespoke Jewellery.  Raffles and sales of SAWA 
merchandise at all events have also continued to boost our fund-raising efforts.   
Early in 2025, some unexpected and generous donations enabled SAWA(SA) to confidently 
meet the Training Centre’s approved annual budget, and to offer some additional one-off 
funding to be used at the OPAWC Board’s discretion.  They decided to set up a small 
“underground” school teaching English and Maths to girls and boys in a remote location in 
Afghanistan where no other education is available.  Reports on the progress of this school 
have been extremely encouraging.   
In April 2025, the landlord of the Training Centre’s premises in Kabul decided to sell because 
of security concerns, forcing OPAWC to relocate.  This was a major exercise for the Board 
and staff while they kept all educational activities operating throughout.  Once more, SAWA 
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was invited to take part on-line in the Welcome Gathering at the new location as staff and 
students celebrated overcoming yet another obstacle.  Around the same time, the Project 
Manager with whom SAWA had built a close relationship resigned for personal reasons, and 
we were introduced to a new liaison Manager, who is also a Board member.  This new 
relationship is developing well 
 
For International Women’s Day 2024, SAWA received the following heartwarming message 
from OPAWC:  March 8, International Women's Day, is an opportunity to celebrate the 
courage, efforts, and equal rights of women around the world. On this day, we proudly 
express our gratitude to all our kind friends in Australia—those who have always stood by 
women and, through their unwavering support, have provided hope and new opportunities.  
Your support is more than just assistance; it is a light that has illuminated the path for many 
women.  By believing in their abilities, you have given them the courage to strive for a better 
future, pursue education, and build their communities.  On this special day, we thank each of 
you for standing with women with commitment and kindness.  Your solidarity is an 
inspiration for great change, and we are honored to walk this path alongside you.  With deep 
appreciation and respect.” 
In April, we learned that a small provincial sewing centre faced closure when its previous 
American funder lost her job.   SAWA decided to send a one-off donation of A$5,000 to keep 
the centre going until the end of 2025, by which time it will be self-sufficient.  Regular 
encouraging reports have been received that the centre is doing well. 
SAWA’s Melbourne-based colleagues at New Hope/Omid Now continue to enable a number 
of Afghan women to access higher education in person, or on-line, in neighbouring 
countries, and in Australia.  SAWA(SA) elected to use some of the unexpected donations 
mentioned above to provide a recurrent scholarship for New Hope/Omid Now to fund a 
Health Training Course for Women and Girls in remote and impoverished rural villages.  
SAWA(SA) committee enjoys a mutually friendly and supportive relationship with the 
SAWA(NSW) committee which funds its own projects in Afghanistan.  And we continue to 
seek and establish links with similar organisations in Australia for collective advocacy and 
lobbying on behalf of Afghan women.    
To maintain communication with our members and supporters Australia-wide, as well as a 
few overseas donors, the SAWAN newsletter has continued to be distributed quarterly.  We 
have endeavoured to share news about the general situation in Afghanistan, reports on 
programs and projects supported by SAWA, and news of local fund-raising and awareness-
raising events in South Australia and New South Wales.  In response to requests from our 
partners in Afghanistan, the content of SAWAN is carefully reviewed to make sure that no 
individuals or places can be identified.  Punishment could mean closure of the Centre and/or 
imprisonment of individuals by the Taliban. 
SAWA(SA) has taken significant steps forward during the year to embrace the effectiveness 
of social media in accessing wider, especially younger, audiences.   Committee member, 
Mary Venner, also took part in a podcast by EmpowHer, which discussed the need to 
prevent the erosion of women’s rights around the world. 
The dedicated work outlined above by our partners in Afghanistan would not be possible 
without the funding SAWA provides.  It is the generous, selfless donations from our 
members, supporters and friends that is the real source of this help.  We are constantly 
humbled by the extent of that help and offer our most sincere thanks to you all.  We are also 
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indebted to Etemad Financial Services for their reliable assistance of in getting the money to 
Afghanistan. 
My final, important task is to acknowledge your wonderful committee members who 
manage SAWA(SA)’s affairs so competently, and with such goodwill, always ready and 
willing to share whatever needs to be done.  Ensuring sound governance of our organisation 
remains a key component of our work.  To Carol Shamsabadi (Treasurer), Julie Irwin (Public 
Officer and Database), Margaret Gadd (Newsletter Editor), Jill Brooking (Merchandise and 
Fundraising), Mary Venner (Outreach and Awareness Raising), and Zainab (Website and 
Afghan community liaison), thank you very much. 
 
Maureen Arnott 
Convenor, SAWA-Australia (SA) Committee 
30 June 2025 
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 Financial Report 
             

Report for 2024/25 

Income and Expenditure show the total financial activity.  

Support payments to Afghanistan were transferred in US dollars through Etemad Financial Services. 1 

________________________________________________________________________________

Account overview 
 

Bank balance brought forward (30/6/2024) including term deposits      $   93,645.73 
Total income (includes $824.86 interest)      $ 233,274.30 
Transfer to Afghanistan for VTC and other projects   - $  118,267.63                                                  
Other expenditure (including auditor fee)   - $    21,513.33 

SAWA-Australia (SA) bank balance at 30 June 2025      $ 147,139.07 2 

Income and expenses by source and destination 

 

Income Expenses by destination 

Account balance on 1/7/2024 including 
term deposit 

$93,645.73 Support sent to Afghanistan from SAWA (SA) for 
OPAWC – VTC, and other projects  

Donations and memberships via GiveNow 3 July 2024   $15,625.00 

Literacy and Vocational Training (VTC) $3,188.51 October 2024  $7,575.76 

  January 2025 $16,744.19 

Teacher Sponsorship $1,364.94 February 2025 $16,474.46 

  March 2025 $24,590.16 

Rural Education Centre (SAWA- NSW)4  $10,066.49 April 2025 $5,000.00 

  May 2025 $16,129.03 

Total income GiveNow:  $14,619.94 June 2025 $16,129.03 

  Total payments to Afghanistan  118,267.63 

  Expenses in Australia  

Donations and memberships  

via bank and other sources5 

$194,245.53 Donation to New Hope $5,000.00 

Payment to Mercury Theatre $660.00 

Events  Payments made to SAWA (SA) for SAWA 
(NSW) – some through GiveNow and 
others directly 4         

$13,061.58 

Mercury Theatre – Film Night $2,302.27 Website updates, web hosting and domain 
registration  

$618.75 

  Auditor $200.00 

Books, merchandise, event donations, 
misc. 

$1,281.70 Purchase of SAWA bags & books, PO Box, 
postage, Tyro fees, & other 

$1,598.00 

Bank interest $824.86 Payment to Rumi Palace - AGM dinner $375.00 

  Total expenses in Australia $21,513.33 

Overall income for 2024/25   $ 213,274.30 
 

Overall expenditure for 2024/25 $139,780.96 



Support Association for the Women of Afghanistan (SA) 

 Annual Report 2024/25   

 
6 

 

Notes:  

1 Most Australian banks do not allow money transfer to Afghanistan. SAWA-Australia (SA) has used 
ANZ bank; however, after the takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban it has been very difficult to 
transfer money through banks. Transfers made through Etemad Financial Services are easily 
accessible in Afghanistan. 

2 SAWA-Australia (SA) sends funds to Afghanistan at the beginning of the calendar year but operates 
on Australia's financial year. The bank balance at the end of June 2025 therefore represents part of 
the funds that will be sent to Afghanistan in 2025/2026 financial year. This also includes $20.76 in the 
SAWA ANZ account (previously used to transfer money to Afghanistan) which is now used for funds 
received for New Hope. 

3 Donations received online through www.givenow.com.au. 
4 SAWA-Australia (SA) collects donations for SAWA NSW through GiveNow and forwards this money 

at various times throughout the year.  
5 Donations received through cheque, cash, direct credit into the SAWA-Australia (SA) Bendigo Bank 
account, and PayPal. 
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