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Welcome to the August SAWAN 

The past three months have been busy ones for the 

projects we support in Afghanistan and for SAWA 

here in Australia.    This issue of SAWAN showcases 

some of the activities at the Vocational Training 

Centre in Kabul, and reports on fundraising events 

held in SA and NSW.   

Special Reports and media articles about 

Afghanistan continue to tell of the worsening 

situation for Afghan women.   The SAWAN tries to 

keep you informed of all the latest news – good and 

bad – though sadly there is still very little good news 

coming out of Afghanistan.       

We are always glad when we can highlight positive 

stories. The bravery and determination of OPAWC’s 

women’s rights activists continue to inspire us.     

News of the birth of a baby girl may not always be 

welcome in some parts of the world, but recent news 

from the VTC is a happy announcement. (see 

below).   And another very positive story comes from 

our colleagues of New Hope/Omid Now who are 

working tirelessly to enable young women from 

Afghanistan to continue their University studies 

outside their home country.   (see Page 3) 

 

HAPPY NEWS!! 
 

Sara, the Program 
Manager at the 
Vocational 
Training Centre in 
Kabul, sent news of 
the birth of her 
daughter, Dafne.   
Sara was back at work within just a few weeks 
of Dafne’s arrival.   Love and best wishes have 
been sent to Sara and her family on behalf of 
everyone involved with SAWA. 
 

When we asked how the Centre would operate 
in her absence, Sara replied ….  

Don't worry, Homa will take care of it in my 
absence and keep me updated on everything. 
One of our board members will also assist 
Hema. And my rest with Dafne will not be long. 
Fortunately, we have a good team in the office 
now and everyone works with great 
enthusiasm.     

CLOSURE OF HAIRDRESSING 
SALONS IN AFGHANISTAN 
 (Excerpt from Guardian, 5 July 2023) 
  

“The Taliban have ordered hairdressing and 
beauty salons in Afghanistan to close, in the 
latest shrinking of access to public places for 
Afghan women. 
 

“Since the Taliban seized power, many public 
places including bathhouses, gyms and parks 
have been closed to women.   However, many 
beauty salons had remained open, providing 
some women with jobs and their customers 
with a safe place to meet and talk.    These 
salons are usually female-only and have their 
windows covered so that customers cannot be 
seen from outside.   All salons now have just 
a month before they must close.”   

 

Meanwhile,  
at the Vocational 
Training Centre:        
 

The first 6-month 
hair-dressing course 
introduced at the 
Vocational Training 
Centre is nearing 
completion. 

 

The 10 budding 
beauticians who 
participated in the 
course have embraced 
new skills and are 
looking forward to 
gaining an income in 
the future.     

The imminent closure of hairdressing salons 
across the country will deny them the 
opportunity to work in a public space, but it 
is being planned that they will work within 
their homes, providing services to family, 
friends and neighbours.    

Baby Dafne 



 

 
RELEASE OF UN REPORT ON THE 
SITUATION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS IN 
AFGHANISTAN 
 

In a recent report, the Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 
and the Working Group on Discrimination 
Against Women and Girls, describe the 
widespread and systematic discrimination to 
which women and girls in Afghanistan are 
subjected, particularly since the fall of the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in August 
2021. The resilience and strength of Afghan 
women in the face of such repressive 
conditions is also highlighted. 
 

A brief section from the Report’s 
Conclusion and Recommendations: 
“In recent years, nowhere else in the world has 
there been an attack as widespread, systematic 
and all-encompassing on the rights of women 
and girls as in Afghanistan.   Every aspect of 
their lives is being restricted under the guise of 
morality and through the instrumentalization 
of religion. The pattern of large-scale 
systematic violations of women’s and girls’ 
fundamental rights in Afghanistan, abetted by 
the Taliban’s discriminatory and misogynistic 
policies and harsh enforcement methods, 
constitutes gender persecution and an 
institutionalised framework of gender 
apartheid”. 
 

“At the same time, Afghan women and 
girls continue to resist and struggle for 
their human dignity, however 
exhausting it may be.  Their strength 
and determination to continue to 
exercise their rights through creative, 
peaceful initiative deserve to be 
nourished and supported.” 
 

The Report is available in full (in English, Dari 
and Pashtun) at:  
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/cou
ntry-reports/ahrc5321-situatiowomen-and-
girls-afghanistan-report-special-rapporteur 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
If you have not yet renewed your SAWA 

membership for 2022-2023, or if you would like to 
become a SAWA member, you can visit the website 

www.sawa-australia.org 
or make your payment to BSB 633-000,   

Account number 126035633 
(Individual $30, Concession $15, Student $10) 

 

 

A SURPRISE AT THE VTC !!    
 

The sewing students 
at the VTC recently 
provided a happy 
group of children 
with gifts of clothing 
they had made.    
The children were 

thrilled with their new 
clothes, receiving 
them with shy smiles 
and laughter.    
 

******************** 

 

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL PEACE 

CONFERENCE 

Some SAWA members may remember Latifa 
Ahmady who was the Director of the VTC 
when Matthias Tomczac visited Afghanistan. 
They became friends and continued to 
correspond until Matthias passed 
away.    Latifa was 
helped by 
UNHCR to find 
refuge in Sweden 
with her husband 
and young family.  
She still 
corresponds with 
SAWA and has 
been a strong advocate for the OPAWC staff 
who have applied for Humanitarian Visas to 
Australia.    
Recently Latifa was invited to an 
international event in Belgium.  She wrote to 
tell us: 

“Women from countries such as Ukraine, 
Russia, Palestine and Israel presented 
their testimonies. I gave a speech on behalf 
of Afghan women in which I explained the 
current situation under the control of the 
Taliban.   I know such events are just 
symbolic but at least I wanted to raise a 
voice for Afghan women.    After my speech, 
many people came to me and announced 
their solidarity.  They will stand by our side 
and raise their voices in support of Afghan 
Women. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5321-situatiowomen-and-girls-afghanistan-report-special-rapporteur
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5321-situatiowomen-and-girls-afghanistan-report-special-rapporteur
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5321-situatiowomen-and-girls-afghanistan-report-special-rapporteur
http://www.sawa-australia.org/


 

NEW HOPE/OMID NOW - Latest news 
on Afghan women studying abroad 
  

SAWA is still auspicing the New Hope-Omid 
Now program.   We receive regular updates on 
their work of enabling Afghan women to 
continue their university studies.   Here is some 
of the latest news …… 

New Hope/Omid Now is assisting four women 
still in Afghanistan through the payment of 
internet packages, so that these students can 
continue their studies and research online.   

Three other young women are proceeding with 
their pre-graduate studies at the Asian 
University for Women in Bangladesh.  They 
will be at AUW for five years with financial 
support from New Hope/Omid Now.  

Two sisters who were studying in India when 
the Taliban took control, have now received 
Humanitarian visas from the USA.    India is no 
longer offering student visas to Afghan 
students. 

Another young woman is completing medical 
studies in Turkey with fees being paid by New 
Hope/Omid Now. 

And in Australia, the University of 
Melbourne (together with Hawthorn-
Melbourne and Trinity College) has offered four 
women from Afghanistan a package of fee 
waivers and stipends. This package will cover 
one year of academic English, a Foundational 
Studies course, and a degree at the University of 
Melbourne.  

Three of the women 
commenced their 
English studies at 
Hawthorn College 
after arriving in May.  
The fourth student 
will arrive in mid-
August.       

New Hope/Omid 
Now has had to    
overcome many 
challenges in helping 
the women to meet 

all the requirements for their Australian visas, 
such as having to cross Afghan borders to attain 
biometrics data collection in Iran.   However, 
great success is already being achieved and all 
the students are adapting to life away from 
home.  

 

Adiba, Shukria and Gurdaafarid at Hawthorn 
College.  The fourth student, Tahira, will be 
joining them very soon.    

******************************** 

MUSIC:     A sad story from Afghanistan 
– and an uplifting one from NSW 

Taliban authorities recently destroyed dozens 
of musical instruments in a bonfire.   The 
nation's vice ministry department said it 
deemed music ‘immoral’.     

Images showed a guitar, two other stringed 
instruments, a 
harmonium and 
a tabla, as well as 
amplifiers and 
speakers being 
burnt.  

A much happier story comes from our 
colleagues at SAWA-NSW.  The Music for 
Refugees organisation collects and repairs 
unwanted instruments and sells them to raise 
funds for Afghanistan. (see story on next 
page)   

ADVANCE NOTICE OF AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of SAWA-
Australia (SA) Inc is to be held on Tuesday  
31 October at 7pm.  Our friends at Rumi 
Palace Restaurant are looking forward to 
seeing us again for an Afghan banquet before 
the meeting.     

All SAWA members and friends are welcome 
to attend – for either/both dinner and 
meeting.    Booking details and cost for dinner 
will be advised soon. 

We would very much welcome nominations 
for positions on the SAWA Committee.   
For more information, email info@sawa-
australia.org     

mailto:info@sawa-australia.org
mailto:info@sawa-australia.org
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BUSY MONTHS IN ADELAIDE … 

Since the last issue of SAWAN, there have been several 

amazing fundraising events and one speaking 

presentation, with another presentation to follow soon.  

The combination of all these events has resulted in wider 

audiences, broader community awareness of SAWA, and a 

welcome increase in generous donations.    

 

A talk about the Afghan Cameleer Herbalists 

Following her popular talk last year on the Afghan 

Cameleers and their contributions to outback Australia, 

historian Pamela Rajkowski OAM gave a follow-up 

presentation to a full house at Adelaide’s Box Factory 

Community Centre. Pamela explained what became of the 

Cameleers when their work of transporting goods was 

overtaken by the development of roads and railways.   

Many returned home, but some 

turned to their traditional Afghan 

medicines and became popular 

herbalist healers in the western 

corner of Adelaide, close to the 

Mosque and the market.    

Maureen Arnott, SAWA 

Convenor, Janice Mahomed  

and Pamela Rajkowski OAM 
 

Pamela also introduced Janice 

Mahomed, the grand-daughter 

of one of the cameleers.  Janice 

talked about her childhood 

family and friends – a mix of 

Afghan and Australian 

Aboriginal descent – and 

delighted a young Afghan man 

in the audience when she told 

the story of her father’s old, much-loved Quran. 

Burnside Symphony 

Orchestra:   
On a wintry Sunday afternoon, the 

Burnside Ballroom resounded with 

some of the most joyous works of 

Beethoven and Wagner, played by 

the full Burnside Symphony 

Orchestra.   Wagner’s Prelude to 

Lohengrin Act 3, and Beethoven’s 

Eroica Symphony alone would have 

made for an afternoon of superb 

music, but the solo performance of Beethoven’s Emperor 

Concerto by brilliant young Adelaide pianist, Eugene 

Wei, was also magnificent.  
 

The Orchestra chose SAWA-SA as its charity to support 

for this concert.   We received part of the proceeds of all 

ticket sales, in addition to the generous donations in our 

collection boxes, sales of merchandise and a highly 

popular raffle.    In total, SAWA received $3,266.  
 

Our sincere thanks go to the Burnside Symphony 

Orchestra and to the following donors who provided 

raffle prizes: 

• Friend of Franki, Hyde Park  
• Basin Haircutters, Goodwood  

• The Drapery, Glen Osmond  

• Oxfam Books, Hutt St, Adelaide 

Many thanks also to volunteers, Sue Herbert and Mary 

Venner, who helped set up and serve afternoon tea for the 

musicians.       

The film ‘Watandar’ recently 

completed an extensive tour of 

screenings around Australia.   We 

hope many SAWA supporters 

had the opportunity to see this 

documentary.  
‘Watandar’ is about one Afghan 

man – refugee and photographer, 

Muzafar Ali – who travelled to 

outback Australia to learn about 

the lives of the Afghan people 

who have been part of Australia’s 

story since the 1880’s when the 

first Cameleers were brought to 

this country.   Watandar means 

“countryman” and is a common 

greeting in Afghanistan.  

Muzafar met many watandars during his travels, 

descendants of the original cameleers. 
 

SAWA had a stall in the foyer of the cinema, and raised 

valuable funds through sales and donations.   We were also 

delighted to meet Muzafar and the Director of ‘Watandar’, 

Jolyon Hoff.   

 

SAWA-SA sadly farewelled Mursal Nazari and Marie 

Christodulaki who have resigned from the Committee.   

We thank them enormously for their commitment and 

contributions over the past few years, and appreciate that 

both have offered to continue supporting SAWA’s work in 

other ways.   



REPORT FROM AFGHANISTAN 
 

The humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan which 

followed the Taliban takeover in August 2021 has 

no respite. Many struggle to meet basic daily needs, 

meaning hunger is widespread. The banking 

system is in disarray and restrictions on Afghan 

women continue to grow. Global condemnation 

followed the Taliban’s banning of girls in high 

schools and subsequent suspension of female 

education in private and public universities.  Later 

women have also been banned from working in 

local and international NGOs.  

The most recent attack on women came in early 

July when beauty salon owners across Afghanistan 

received an official text stating that they had one 

month to close shop.     (See article on Page 1)   

LATEST NEWS FROM NANGARHAR  

We have been amazed at the resilience of the 

teachers and organisers of the OPAWC project that 

SAWA-NSW supports in Nangarhar province.  

Dressmaking and children’s classes are continuing, 

with the added input of some English literacy 

training. English and Computer skills classes 

cannot be held publicly, but it appears alternative 

ways are being found and the teachers are still busy.  

Recently we had an email from Sara Raken, the 

OPAWC staff member who, as described in 

previous SAWANs, has been responsible for 

courageously travelling from Kabul to our project 

with funds and support. Sara asked if we could 

consent to funding a trip to Kabul for the Nangarhar 

teachers as a means of recognizing their 

commitment and providing a chance for a happy 

gathering with women with similar aims in the 

OPAWC Kabul service.   Our committee was very 

happy to agree and allocated US$200 to enable this 

to happen. 

 FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

 CANBERRA LUNCH  10 May  

Shirley Allen, with the help of some old school 

friends, organised a fundraising lunch in Canberra 

this year.  Thirty women attended and enjoyed the 

Afghan food of Canberra Bamiyan.   The women 

were very generous with purchases and donations.  

Within half an hour all 14 jars of Bronwyn Monro’s 

jam and marmalade, and 12 shopping bags,  were 

sold.   Almost $1,500 profit was made, a wonderful 

result for our first venture into the national capital. 

BALMAIN DINNER   26 July  

We were delighted to have the maximum possible 

number (78 people) at the Forli Italian restaurant in 

central Balmain.   Despite the crowding, guests 

reported that the evening was very enjoyable.  

 

 

A happy table of 

friends at the dinner 

at Forli Restaurant. 

 

Financially, the 

evening was a huge 

success, earning nearly $8,000 for our SAWA 

project.  Much of this success was due to some 

generous items being donated for the silent auction, 

including a pair of elegant silver and white topaz 

earrings, designed by Charo Devery of of Luscious 

Finds Jewellery, and a beautiful cello, which the 

purchaser plans to donate to Sydney Girl’s High 

School cOrchestra.    

The cello was 

donated by Music 

for Refugees. an 

organisation which 

collects donated 

instruments for 

refugees.    

Pictured with the 

donated cello are 

Robyn Longhurst, 

Convenor SAWA-

NSW and Phillip 

Feinstein of Music 

for Refugees.   

If you have any unwanted instruments, you can 

contact this organisation by emailing: 

philip@musicforrefugees.org  

mailto:philip@musicforrefugees.org
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