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This issue of SAWAN brings a mix of news — much
of it positive, but also some reminders that life for
women in Afghanistan remains harsh and difficult.
We await the day when all the news will be uplifting,
but that day is still a long way off. The tyrannical
regime of the Taliban keeps compounding hardship
for women and families who are already living in
poverty and despair.

Despite the harsh Taliban regime, however, all
courses at the VTC have recommenced — which is
wonderful - and SAWA’s fundraising efforts are also
in full swing. See this page for the latest news and
photos from the VTC. Details of past and upcoming
fundraising events can be found on Page 4 (SA) and
Page 5 (NSW).

The arrival of new babies is happy news!! See Page
2 for the announcement of the birth of a special baby
girl in Adelaide. And in Kabul, Sara, the dedicated
Program Manager at the VTC, has sent news that
she is pregnant!

This news encourages SAWA to keep working hard
to ensure these children have a safe and peaceful
future. Margaret Gadd, Editor

RECENT NEWS FROM THE VOCATIONAL
TRAINING CENTRE

Good news
this month is ,
that the VTC \
has started up
classes in the
Centre again.

Sewing and
literacy
classes for
adult women
have re-commenced, children’'s classes are
ongoing, and English and computing lessons are
once again available to younger women.

Hopefully this will not be just a temporary reprieve
In total, 200 students are presently participating in a
range of courses.

A NEW HAIRDRESSING COURSE

The hairdressing
course that was

planned last year

had to be put on
hold when the
Centre was closed
by the Taliban in
December.

However, with generous financial support from
the Chippin’ Away Foundation and the
Feminista Fund (See next page), this course
has now commenced in a room set up to
resemble a hairdressing salon. The course is
planned to run for six months, with ten women
currently in training. When they qualify, they will
be able to generate an income by setting up a
small business in their own homes.

We've heard that
the women are
enjoying learning
new skills and
eager to become

| hairdressers!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

We respectfully remind our valued SAWA
members that all membership renewals are due
on or before July 1%, in accordance with our

Constitution.
Clause 10 of

Constitution  states:

“The annual subscription will be set annually at
the annual general meeting and be payable in
advance on or before July 1% in each year.”

Membership runs from 30 June to 1 July each
year You can renew your membership via the
website:www.sawa-australia.org OR pay to

SAWA bank:.

BSB 633-000 Account number:126035633.



http://www.sawa-australia.org/

BABY NEWS!

A beautiful baby girl was born to Mursal and her
husband, Ammanazar, on 26 February in Adelaide.
The baby’s name is Hilan and she weighed a
healthy 3.7kg. Big sister, Awen (5), is thrilled - as
are we all. Mursal is the former Director of the VTC
in Kabul, and is now a SAWA Committee member in
South Australia. Mother
and baby are doing well!

Equally exciting is news
from Sara, the current
Program Manager at the
VTC, that she is also
expecting a baby!

We wish both families lots
of love and hope for a
bright future for these
children.

THE FEMINISTA FUND - a friend in NZ

Jill Ford, the driving force behind the Feminista
Fund, approached SAWA recently with a generous
offer of support. Jill's passion for the empowerment
of women and girls in developing countries is
evident on the website.
https://theqifttrust.org.nz/how-it-works/feminista-
fund/

Jil's message about SAWA to her colleagues in
New Zealand speaks strongly of her commitment to
assisting the women of Afghanistan.

Gender stacks the odds against girls from before they
are born to the end of their life. This is in our power to
change.

There is perhaps nowhere where the impact of crises
on women is more acute than in Afghanistan. Under
Taliban rule, every right we understand to be inherent
to gender equality is questioned, and the Taliban’s
relentless campaign against women is not only a matter
of rights, but of survival.

But there are small rays of hope. A South-Australian
group, the Support Association for the Women of
Afghanistan (SAWA) is getting funds through to a
Vocational Training centre for women in Kabul to
provide education for adult women and children..

Another SAWA group in New South Wales is
supporting a project in Nangarhar province. Despite
the many challenges, and need for security, SAWA's
work is assisting many of the women most in need in
Afghanistan.

SAWA very much looks forward to an ongoing
relationship with Jill and her colleagues.

INTRODUCTION TO THE OPAWC BOARD

SAWA maintains complete trust and respect for
the operational management of the Vocational
Training Centre, but the Committee also
recognised a responsibility to establish a clearer
understanding of the overall governance and
management of OPAWC. SAWA's contact with
the Board of Management until now has been
primarily through the Director of the VTC, formerly
Mursal, now Parwana.

Sara, VTC Program Manager, has recently
introduced us to four other current Board
members. We understand that the Board does
not meet frequently, but receives reports from the
VTC and other OPAWC projects.

Hasma, 66, is a retired university professor, with
expertise in the field of education. She has a
Bachelor degree from Kabul University and a
Masters from The American University of
Afghanistan. Ms. Hasina has written many books
and has been a consultant in the field of education
with  government  ministries and  non-
governmental organisations.

Neda Yameen, 55, was a high school teacher but
with the takeover of the Taliban, was forced to
teach primary students in order to maintain her
job. Besides teaching, Ms. Yameen is a women's
rights activist and last year participated in the
gathering near the Farkhunda Monument, to
protest the lynching of an Afghan girl by
fundamentalists on the false accusation of
blasphemy.

Durukhshan Poya is a women's rights activist
who is running an educational centre for deprived
girls, despite the restrictions imposed by Taliban.
Currently, she is completing a Masters of English
language, but due to the Taliban’s ban on higher
education for women, has been unable to
complete her course. Ms. Poya also writes
poetry with themes of the plight of Afghan women.
She has been participating in the protests of
women against the repression of theTaliban.

Khadija Ghorzang has a degree in fine arts. She
is a social media activist and also a women's
rights defender. Her art reflects social problems,
especially those for women. Ms Ghorzang comes
from the east of the country, where the Taliban
have banned education for girls for many years.
Therefore, she is very dedicated to the education
of girls and currently teaches school subjects
through online platforms to girls.



https://thegifttrust.org.nz/how-it-works/feminista-fund/
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AFGHAN DESIGNERS SEWING NEW LIVES
IN AUSTRALIA AFTER FLEEING

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation's (ABC)
Radio National's "Blueprint for Living on Saturday,
broadcast an uplifting story on May 6, 2023 at 9.05
am (Australian Eastern Standard Time). If you
missed it, here is the link

H-t.t.ps://www.abc.net.au/radionational/proqrams/blue
printforliving/sewing-a-new-life-in-australia-after-
fleeing-the-taliban-/102310266

The broadcast showcases an exhibition, currently
on display at the Newcastle Library, NSW, of
beautiful clothing designed by Afghan-Australian
women. The exhibition highlights the diversity,
beauty, and ingenuity of Afghan clothing design
through the ages.

Afghan women have traditionally embroidered on
their clothes designs inspired by nature. But
embroidery has more recently become a means of
survival in Afghanistan.

Denied the right to an education or career by the
Taliban, embroidery and sewing are important
means of reviving traditional Afghan culture and
connecting women across the community.

When Samira Yama (pictured above) was escaping
The Taliban she was forced to cover herself with a
burga. In an act of defiance, she’s taken the fabric
of her burqas and transformed them into party
dresses. Samira is one of a handful of Afghan-
Australian fashion designers whose work is on
display in an exhibition at The Newcastle Library.

AFGHAN WOMEN TRAIN AS MIDWIVES:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-11/afghan-
women-train-as-midwives-for-remote-
villages/102084478

FOOD RELIEF

The Friends of Unley Rotary Club (SA) have
sent more funds to OPAWC to assist families in
need.

A thank you letter from OPAWC informed the
Unley group that 32 food packages, containing
rice flour, soybean oil and tea, were prepared and
distributed.

Stories and photos tell all too vividly the hardships
so many families
are experiencing. .

Pictured: Oamargoi, : |
her husband and
four children who
received a food
package.

This family’s story is typical of many who are
struggling with poverty and starvation.

Oamargoi and her family used to live in Kabul,
but when her husband developed a mental iliness
after witnessing an attack on a mosque, the family
moved to another province and have experienced
severe economic difficulties.

OPAWC reported “They have no carpet to sleep
on, no food to eat and no fuel to heat their small
shelter”

Oamargoi said with tears: “I no longer believe in
a God. Ifthere is a God it is only for the rich. My
children go to sleep hungry every night. What sin
have | committed to live in such misery”?

VISA NEWS ... we wish there was some.

It was encouraging to hear from the Albanese
Government recently that 19,000 people currently
living in Australia on Temporary Protection Visas
will now have a pathway to permanent visas, and
a chance to rebuild their lives in the Australian
community.

While this is very welcome, there has sadly been
no further direct news relating to Special
Humanitarian Visas for applicants from
Afghanistan seeking refuge in Australia. SAWA,
and the 19 former OPAWC staff members and
families whom we are sponsoring, are still waiting
for any word from the visa processing centre in
Sydney.

We encourage SAWA members to contact their
local MP or Senator to ask for greater urgency on
this issue.
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NEXT EVENT in ADELAIDE ...

Sunday 21 May 2-5pm

Check ticket availability at:
https://events.humanitix.com/afghan-cameleer-
herbalists-1890s-to-contemporary-times

A talk about the
Afghan Cameleer
Herbalists

with historian,
Pamela  Rajkowski
OAM and Janice
Mahomed, descendant of a cameleer. At the Box
Factory, 59 Regent Street (south), Adelaide.
Free event but registration required.
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PRESENTATIONS TO SERVICE CLUBS

We're always keen to get out to the broader
community to spread the word about SAWA. An
opportunity was presented in February when the
Noarlunga-Morphett Vale Lions Club invited us to
give a presentation to their members.

Maureen and Jill, two South Australian Committee
members shared news of SAWA's activities and the
need for our work. With a beautiful new banner
(pictured) and a PowerPoint presentation, their talk
was well-received and resulted in some welcome
donations and sales of merchandise

Bob Radford, President of the Lions Club, introducing
Jill and Maureen.

AN EXCITING

UPCOMING EVENT
Sunday 2 July 2pm
BOOK NOw !!!
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BURNSIDE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

We are honoured and delighted that the popular
Burnside Symphony Orchestra has chosen SAWA as
its charity to support for their concert on 2 July.

The concert EROICA will be at the Burnside
Ballroom, 401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore 5065

The program features Wagner's powerful Lohengrin -
Prelude to Act lll and two of Beethoven's great works,
the Emperor Piano Concerto with young Adelaide
soloist Eugene Wei, and Symphony No 3 in Eb major,
Opus 55, Eroica.

Tickets $20 — available now. Please purchase
online: https://events.humanitix.com/eroica

o

This will be an afternoon of wonderful music and
great company — with afternoon tea and a raffle!

More information about the Burnside Symphony
Orchestra is available on the Orchestra’s website and
on Facebook.

WWW.bs0.0rg,au
www.facebook.com/BurnsideSymphonyQOrchestralnc

As the Concert Program states:

This concert will benefit the Support Association
for the Women of Afghanistan, providing
assistance for the important projects SAWA funds to
promote the empowerment of the women and girls
of Afghanistan.
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Afghanistan is now facing one of the world’s worst
humanitarian crises. Millions of Afghans face acute
malnutrition and starvation in the coming months.
There is virtually no cash to pay salaries or buy
food. Western aid has been suspended. The
Taliban lack capacity to manage these
monumental challenges but there is no clear
alternative to their rule.

The situation of women’s education is dire. In
March 2022 they were banned from high school
attendance. At the end of 2022 they were banned
from attending university and working in NGO
offices. Recently, in April, they are also banned
from working for the U.N. The Taliban are clearly
trying to undo the advances made in the years
before the Taliban reconquest. They also work to
isolate  women from contact with outside
organisations which critique these restrictions.

The situation of the organisation we support,
OPAWC, Organisation Promoting Afghan Women’s
Capabilities, is clearly very difficult now. This
organisation has managed the women’s education
programs in Kabul, supported by SAWA SA and
also various medical clinics and other services
outside the capital. It is the auspice for the project
we in NSW fund, in Nangarhar Province.

Despite the restrictions imposed by the Taliban, we
have been told that after the raid on the Kabul
office of OPAWC the staff have continued their
work and many of the previous programs are
continuing in some way.

Your Committee has continued to send funds for
our project. We have been informed that the
money is getting through both to Kabul and
Nangarhar despite difficulties when the banking
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system is in tatters. The teachers in Nangarhar can
thus still receive their salaries to staff the sewing
and children’s programs and do whatever they can
to further the
education  of
women  who
were enrolled
in our project.

We hope our %%
membership
will continue to
support us in
this  decision.
From the incredible safety we experience in
Australia it seems the very least we can do.

RECENT EVENTS

Birthing Kit Packing day - Monday, 6th March at
the Leichhardt Rowing Club.

Raffle and sales table on Birthing Kit Packing Day

As usual this was a pleasant social gathering with
morning tea. Our target of 600 kits was packed in
the knowledge that a kit can provide a hygienic
birth experience for an isolated mother and her
baby. For some this can be the difference between
healthy survival and severe infection and death.

FUTURE EVENTS

Lunch at the Bamiyan in Canberra on May 10th.
Contact Shirley Allen: sallen39@ozemail.com.au
or Tel: 9818 5319 for further information.

Winter Dinner in Sydney. Further information will
be sent by email when the details are finalised.


mailto:sallen39@ozemail.com.au
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