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Welcome to the August SAWAN

Distressing news keeps coming from Afghanistan and the
entire Middle East region. The humanitarian crisis
created by Iran’s decision to deport all Afghan migrants
is adding to the overwhelming social and economic
distress being experienced by the Afghan people. Page 2

The political situation, war and terrorism are all
impacting daily life. Fear, anxiety, depression and
poverty are widespread in Afghanistan, particularly for
women and girls living under the Taliban regime.
This issue of SAWAN is more bleak than usual,

Read one young woman’s letter below. It’s a heart-
breaking story, and far from an isolated experience.
See also news from a doctor in Kabul Page 1

Pages 2 and 3 provide a summary of relevant political
news and an excerpt from a report of a challenging
medical visit to a remote rural village.

Local news from SAWA-SA is on Page 4, and SAWA-NSW
updates are on Page 5.

‘FEAR IN MY HEART’ One Afghan woman’s story
“Every day, | leave the house with fear in my heart. |
clutch my scarf tightly, as if this thin piece of fabric could
shield me from the harsh stares and venomous words
that follow. The path from home to the dress-making
class isn’t long, but for me, every step feels like crossing
a minefield

The Taliban—those whose very
name casts a shadow of terror
over women’s lives—appear
along the way. Their gazes are
sharper than blades, their voices
dry and full of contempt. “Your
hijab isn’t proper!”, “Why is your
scarf draped like that?”, “Lower
your eyes!”.

I know that answering back will
only make things worse. | know
that if | say anything, if | lift my
eyes for even a moment, if my voice trembles, they’ll find
a new excuse. So | grit my teeth, hold my heart tightly
in my chest and keep walking.

When | finally reach the Centre, | take a deep breath.
Here, behind the sewing machines, among threads and
fabric, where my hands can create art, the world — for a
few hours — feels like mine. But even this peace is fragile.
Deep down | always carry the fear that one day, this
short path might close forever.

WOMEN'’S SUICIDE RATE RISING .

Here is part of a recent New Hope/Omid Now
report (permission received for SAWA to share).

“Due to a lack of job opportunities and the prevention of
women from working, the rate of poverty among people
is rising.  Domestic violence and suicide rates are
significantly increasing among families. A few days ago,
| talked to a family friend who is a doctor. He said that
the rate of suicide among young girls, especially (former)
university students is higher than ever. His hospital sees
a couple of suicide cases every day. The Taliban keep this
quiet, so none of this information is reported to the
media.”

SAWA is aware that other forms of violence have
also increased since the Taliban came to power,
including domestic abuse, rape, torture and public
floggings or stoning. These crimes are often not
reported and go unpunished.

PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING A SAWA MEMBER, OR
RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW, TO SUPPORT
OUR WORK AND GIVE HOPE TO AFGHAN WOMEN AND
GIRLS. (How to join — see next page)



http://www.sawa-australia.org/

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

SAWA (SA) plans to use GiveNow to manage our
memberships. The GiveNow system is designed and built
for Australian community organisations.

To become a member, or renew membership, go to:
https://www.givenow.com.au/membership/181

Through the GiveNow membership platform, SAWA (SA)

members can use the MyGiving portal at any time to:

e Update personal details relating to vyour
membership, if a change occurs.

e Update credit card details, should they change or
expire.

e Adjust the type of membership purchased or cancel
an existing membership.

NEW HOPE/OMID NOW: All tax receipts have been sent
for donations made to New Hope/Omid Now for the last
financial year. If you have not received a receipt, please
contact New Hope as soon as possible.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS about Afghanistan

AFGHAN REFUGEES MUST LEAVE IRAN: June 2025
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/june-trends-and-
july-alerts-2025#afghanistan

Thousands of Afghan migrants awaiting deportation.

More than 4 million Afghans face deportation after
Iran ordered all undocumented Afghan migrants to
leave the country. This will be the largest
deportation ever in the region. Following its
23 June ceasefire with Israel, Iran has intensified the
repatriation of Afghan migrants, citing economic
strain and national security concerns, with daily
departures surging to a record high of 30,000. Over
450,000 people have returned from Iran since June,
creating enormous human and economic stress.

The International Crisis Group says Afghanistan is
overwhelmed by the volume of returnees from
Iran as well as Pakistan, which has also been
carrying out deportations. Meanwhile, the UN

refugee agency, which is responsible for assisting
the new arrivals, is operating under severe funding
constraints due in part to US cuts. Any additional
reduction in funding will impact Afghanistan’s
already severe humanitarian and economic crisis.
Both SAWA(SA) and SAWA(NSW) have sent
USS$5000 to OPAWC to aid emergency relief.

ARREST OF TALIBAN LEADERS (Al Jazeera)

The International Criminal Court has issued arrest
warrants for two Taliban leaders, saying they have
persecuted women and girls since seizing power in
2021.

The warrants came just hours after the United
Nations adopted a resolution that called on the
Talban to reverse their worsening oppression of
women and girls and eliminate all terrorist
organistions.

This is the first time judges of the ICC have issued a
warrant on charges of gender persecution. Non-
government organisations (NGOs) have called on
the international community to back the work of
the ICC by enforcing the arrest warrants.

The Taliban have condemned the warrants as an
example of hostility towards Islam. “We neither
recognize anything by the name of an international
court, nor do we consider ourselves bound by it”.

RUSSIA RECOGNISES THE TALIBAN (Al Jazeera)
Russia has become the first country in the world to
recognise Afghanistan’s Taliban government.

The move is likely to be closely watched by
Washington, which has frozen billions in
Afghanistan’s central bank assets and enforced
sanctions on some senior leaders in the Taliban.
These actions have contributed to Afghanistan’s
banking sector being largely cut off from the
international financial system.
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RURAL POVERTY IN AFGHANISTAN

In May, the Hamoon Mobile Health Team embarked
on a journey that took them to the borders of pain,
neglect and need. It was a trip of more than six hours
— from Kabul to Jalalabad and then to a small village
in the rugged mountains of Nangarhar province.
Every twist in the road bore witness to years of
government neglect, and a barrier between the
deprived people of the village and the essential
services they have never had. No clinic or school has
ever been provided in these remote villages.

Life is particularly hard for the women, who despite
physical and psychological suffering, carry the burden
with bent backs — from carrying children and elderly
family members, to cooking, collecting firewood,
transporting water as well as hard labour in small
farm holdings.

The first challenge
facing the Health
Team was finding a
. flat area to set the
medical tent.  The
. ground was steep
. and rocky, but after
consultation with the
village elders, a place
" was found where sick
women and weak children could wait without fear of
falling or sunstroke. Due to the threat of the sudden
presence of the religious police, the Health Team set
up two separate tables for male and female doctors.

Over 200 people were examined and treated during
the day. Common illnesses included digestive
problems, skin infections, anemia, hormonal
disorders, blood pressure, chronic headaches,
respiratory disease and muscular and skeletal pains.
Prescriptions were prepared and necessary
medications distributed. The Team also gave
recommendations on person hygiene, nutrition and
childcare.

MORE POSITIVE NEWS ....

THE VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE IN KABUL

Due to persistent pressures from the Taliban, and
frequent inspections, OPAWC has moved the VTC to
a new, more secure, location to provide a safer
environment for the flow of education and the
mental well-being of the students.

More than 170 students participated in a gathering
to mark the re-opening of the Centre in its new
location. The occasion was celebrated with
speeches, poetry recitals and presentations of
personal stories from the students.

New Program Manager: Following the recent
resignation of the previous Manager, OPAWC Board
members have been managing the day-to-day
operation of the Centre. These women are well-
educated, skilled and very brave in the face of the .
severe security tensions they face.  SAWA is in
regular contact with OPAWC and understands that
this is a transition period for the Centre. We'll keep
you updated when we can.

TAILORING CENTRE

When SAWA learned of
funding problems facing
the operation of a local
program for women and
girls in a rural region of
Afghanistan, we
responded with a small
grant to keep if going
for a further eight months. The aim of the Centre
is to become a fully self-sustaining workshop,
where women can gain an ongoing income by
providing sewing services to their village.

*For security reasons, we have been asked not to
identify this Centre.
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NEW LINKS WITH ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY
It's been fun and rewarding for SAWA to build
relationships with students and Clubs at Adelaide
University this year. Two successful panel discussion
events were held earlier in the year, in collaboration
with the University’s Politics and International
Relations Society and the Adelaide University
Women’s Collective. (reported previously in SAWAN).
Since then, we've forged links with the University Film
Club and the Adelaide Criminology Students’
Association (ACSA).

Film night: On Friday 6 June, SAWA screened a
film at the Adelaide Uni cinema, in collaboration
with the Politics and International Relations
Society (PIRA), and the University Film Club.

The movie “Bread and Roses” followed the lives of
three Afghan women in the wake of the Taliban’s return
to power. Through mobile phone footage, this brave
documentary zeros in on the three women defying
their loss of freedom - Sharifa, a former
governmentemployee trapped at home on account of
not being allowed out in public, Zahra, a dentist taken
by the Taliban after protesting for her rights; and
Taranom, an activist sheltering in a safe house in
Pakistan. Among scenes of these experiences, the film
illustrates the only options available for activist women
living under Taliban rule; house arrest, prison or exile.

The Bake Stall: A great way to appeal to hungry
students is cake! In June, Adelaide Criminology
Students’ Association arranged a bake stall on campus,
with all proceeds for SAWA. $341.30 was raised.

We were very impressed by the hard work and
generosity of the whole ACSA team - especially
Charlotte and Rowan. And we’re delighted that
Charlotte has expressed interest in becoming more
involved with SAWA in future.
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Join Muzafar's journey across Australia
tobuild Refugee futures through education

~
After five weeks and 4,000km cycling from Maleny in
Queensland to Adelaide, Muzafar Ali completed his
amazing ride at the Ghan Football Club on 29™ June.
Refugees, former refugees, and non-refugees
connected and celebrated together as a borderless
community, united by shared values of compassion,

education, and hope.

Muzafar shared stories from his transformative
journey along Australia's coast — about the
communities he met, and his mission to support
refugee-led education and women's education in
Afghanistan.

SAWA-SA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 28 October

Details will follow soon

Convenor: Maureen Arnott Treasurer: Carol Shamsabadi

ABN: 73 162 014 759

Public Officer: Julie Irwin
Committee Members: Jill Brooking, Mary Venner, Zainab Kazimi, Margaret Gadd, Editor SAWAN
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Urgent needs of Afghans deported from

Iran (See also Page 2)

OPAWTC in Kabul have contacted SAWA requesting
urgent financial assistance to enable them to
respond to yet another crisis facing people in
Afghanistan.

The lIranian regime has been subjecting Afghan
immigrants to violent treatment and deportation,
without any due process or humanitarian
consideration. The regime does not allow people
time to withdraw their money from banks or
secure their personal belongings. As a result,
thousands of Afghan immigrants have been
arriving at the border hungry, thirsty and helpless,
and facing ongoing extreme hardship.

We have sent $5,000 to OPAWC to do whatever
they can to help.
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UNHCR/Oxygen Empire Media Production
Afghans return home from Iran through the Islam Qala
border crossing.

Mother Institute of International

Education (MIIED)

We were recently approached by MIIED seeking
financial support for a program which they
operate in Afghanistan. We explained that our
fundraising efforts primarily go towards
supporting the OPAWC centre and project in
Nuristan Province. However, as we have recently
received some large donations, we decided to
make a one-off donation of $1,000 to MIIED as we
are well on our way to meeting next year’s budget.
We also agreed to keep in touch with ways we
might support each other in the future.

The MIIED program provides free online education
to female secondary students in Afghanistan
through Moodle technology. All teachers and
administrators are volunteers. The Director and
founder is an Afghan professor, previously at
Herat University, and thus well-connected to
Afghan scholars in Afghanistan and in the
diaspora.

MIIED’s focus is on secondary schooling and
academic skills, with students coming from all
provinces. Their school programs follow the
Afghan national curriculum years 7-12, and are
matched to international standards, which makes
them a real stepping stone to higher education.
Students are also taught in their mother tongue to
ensure accessibility, with some bilingual classes
and English lessons.

Stall at Balmain Markets
We had a very
successful stall at
Balmain Markets on
12t July raising
approximately

$1,500. It was a
beautiful sunny
winter’s day with
lots of customers.
Sincere thanks go to
our members and

supporters who
donated items to
sell - including

about 500 almost new children’s books - and to
everyone who turned up on the day to help.

Annual General Meeting

The AGM for SAWA-NSW will be held on 10t
September. We hope many members and
supporters will be able to attend. Details will be
emailed soon.

Convenor: Robyn Longhurst Assistant Convenor: Margaet Bailey Secretary: Shirley Allen GRAUSTR
Treasurer: Carolyn Allen Public Officer: Deanna Fekete = Committee: Margaret Hetherton, Denise ‘k‘v
Fahey, Deanna Fekete, June Lunsmann, Jenny Malkevich, Trina Supit
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