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2025 .... ANEW YEAR

We trust 2025 will be a happy and fulfilling year
for all SAWA'’s loyal members, friends and
supporters around Australia.

However, for most of the women in Afghanistan,
there is little hope for happiness or fulfillment
while the Taliban remain in control.

SAWA'’s resolution this year, and in the years
ahead, is to expand our awareness-raising
activities, with the aim of providing an even
higher level of practical and financial support to
OPAWG, our partners in Afghanistan - despite
the challenges and hurdles that still need to be
overcome. Your ongoing support is vital and
greatly valued.

The urgent need for food aid in Afghanistan is
clearly communicated in the Report from
OPAWC below.

Food Distribution for VTC Kabul and
Nangarhar Students: Report from OPAWC

With poverty now widespread in Afghanistan,
SAWA-NSW recently sent an extra USS$5,000 for
food distribution to needy OPAWC students.
Here is a summary of the Report sent from
OPAWC (For more stories and photos see Page 5)

Report:

“The Taliban
regime has
intensified
poverty in
Afghanistan.
Anti-women
laws, such as
restrictions
on education
and employment for women, have made life more
difficult and placed many families in a state of
economic crisis. These restrictions have not only

harmed the basic rights of women but also
negatively impacted household incomes.

Unprecedented inflation, scarcity of food, and lack
of job opportunities, especially for women and
struggling families, have led many people to face
serious difficulties in meeting their basic needs.
During the winter season, these problems have
become even more severe, with securing daily
food becoming a major challenge.

With the help of our friends at SAWA, we were able
to distribute food packages to needy students in
our vocational training centers in Kabul and
Nangarhar. This initiative not only helped alleviate
the immediate needs of these families but also
provided them with hope and motivation to
continue their efforts in education and improve
their living conditions.

We are

grateful
for the

support
of SAWA

We know
that they
= , : too have
worked hard and gathered these donations with
great effort. In the face of all the economic
challenges, their help has been incredibly uplifting
and encouraging.

This support has had a profound and positive
impact, not only on our students who were in dire
need but also on all those living under pressure in

these difficult conditions.”
3K 3K 3K 5k 5k 5k 5k %k sk sk sk sk sk sk %k %k %k %k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k %k sk %k k

Advance notice:

Tax receipts for donations 2024-2025 will be issued in
August this vyear, unless otherwise specifically
requested. We will notify donors again before the end
of the financial year. .




SAWA Scholarship Fund

SAWA-SA is introducing an annual scholarship to
assist an Afghan student — or to provide health
care training for women. This has been made
possible through a generous bequest gifted to
SAWA. The scholarship opportunity will be
coordinated by New Hope/Omid Now*, an
organisation with whom SAWA has a close
relationship. It may involve paying tuition fees,
travel, accommodation, resource material or
simply the provision of a computer and internet
access. Discussion and planning are currently
underway to determine the details of setting up
the scholarship.

[*New Hope/Omid Now is a project set up in 2022 to
support women in Afghanistan who have been denied
the right to continue or start their tertiary education
after the Taliban took over the country in August 2021.
For more information, or to make donations, see:
https://galiweiss.wixsite.com/making-marks-
book/copy-of-new-hope-1

Graduation Ceremony at the VTC

In December, SAWA-SA received an uplifting video
of the Graduation Ceremony at the VTC in Kabul.
We'd love to share it with all our friends and
supporters, but for security reasons, we regret
this isn’t possible.

However, we can tell you that it was a very happy
occasion for the graduating students, with much
celebration, music and singing — all in defiance of
Taliban rules.

The SAWA Committee wrote, on behalf of
everyone involved with SAWA, to express our
congratulations and best wishes to the students.
In return, we received the following email:

....... Thank you so much for your kind and
encouraging words. It brings us immense joy to
know that the efforts of these young Afghan
women and OPAWC’s commitment are being
acknowledged and appreciated by SAWA.

Your reflections on the video truly touched our
hearts. The resilience and strength of these women
to celebrate education, art and joy amidst such
challenging circumstances are truly remarkable.
OPAWC's dedication and your continuous support
make these achievements possible, proving that
knowledge and unity can overcome even the
greatest barriers. Your words not only inspire us but
also give us the motivation to continue our efforts.”

More bad news from Afghanistan
(From an article: Al Jazeera, 30 Dec 2024)

The Taliban government has announced that it will
close all national and foreign non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) employing women in
Afghanistan.

The Ministry of Economy warned that failure to
comply with this latest order would lead to NGOs
losing their licence to operate in Afghanistan.

The Ministry added that it was responsible for the
registration, coordination, leadership and
supervision of all activities carried out by both
national and foreign organisations.

Two years ago, the Taliban government told NGOs
to suspend the employment of Afghan women,
allegedly because they did not adhere to the
administration’s interpretation of the Islamic dress
code for women.

The latest decree states: “In case of lack of
cooperation, all activities of an institution will be
cancelled and the activity licence of that
institution, granted by the ministry, will also be
cancelled.”

SAWA and OPAWC have yet to find out how, or
whether, this will impact on our relationship and
the nature of our work. The situation is being
monitored closely by OPAWC, and all possible
steps are being taken to ensure the security of
staff and students.

Al Jazeera: Women and girl in Kandahar '

Bequests

Bequests are a blessing. Of course, they only arise
from the sad loss of a friend or supporter .... but
they come with a genuine gift of love and
appreciation. SAWA deeply values all gifts willed
to our cause, and the sentiment behind such gifts.
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As a result of a generous bequest at the end of
2024, we are starting the new year with sufficient
funds to cover OPAWC’s current budget, plus the
capacity to fund a scholarship and to send
additional financial support for new projects
and/or materials which will improve lives.

For guidance and advice on how to leave a gift to
SAWA in your will, see the website: www.sawa-
australia.org and find “How you can help” on the
drop-down menu.

Exhibition at Adelaide Airport

Maybe you’re coming to Adelaide for the Festival
of Arts in March? Or meeting friends who are
flying in?

If you're passing near the International Arrival
terminal, you’ll see an expansive mosaic work
created in the image of a scarf inspired by the
dresses traditionally worn by Afghan women.

This is 'Hanging by a Thread', a work created by
Afghan women artists in Australia to highlight the
plight of their sisters oppressed under the Taliban
regime.
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/adelaid
e-mornings/afghan-mosaic/104850874

Malala Yousafzai
At a recent Muslim League
International Conference, Malala
called on Muslim leaders to
‘ stand with Afghan women and

N’( ' girls in  codifying  gender
W\ ¥ apartheid as a crime of

international law. “These (Taliban) policies do
not reflect the teachings of Islam. In fact, they go
against everything our faith stands for They are
violations of human rights — and no cultural or
religious excuse can justify them.”
https://malala.org/newsroom/malala-yousafzai-
muslim-world-league-international-conference-

on-girls

Book review: “Danger Music”

SAWA members
may be familiar with
a range of books
about Afghanistan.
But for anyone who
hasn’t already read
Danger Music by
Eddie Ayres, this
book provides an
insight into Afghan
life. Published in
2017, the book was
written in the years
between two eras of Taliban rule. But hardship,
fear, conflict and chaos were ever-present in this
war-ravaged country.

FIDIIESAY RE S

“A timely. powerfully told tale. written with
forthrightness and compassion.” THE AGE

Music-lovers will know the author, Eddie Ayres, as
the former ABC Classic FM broadcaster. He has a
lifetime of musical experience -- from learning the
viola as a child, to playing with the Hong Kong
Philharmonic, and moving to Australia to present
the morning classical music radio show.

In 2014, Eddie was spiraling into a deep
depression. He quit the radio, travelled, and
decided on a surprising path to salvation. Eddie
applied for a position at Dr Sarmast's renowned
Afghanistan National Institute of Music in Kabul,
teaching cello to orphans and street kids in a war
zone.

In Danger Music, Eddie takes us through the
bombs and chaos of Kabul, into the lives of the
Afghan children who are transported by Bach,
Abba, Beethoven and their own exhilarating
Afghan music.

He also tells, with courage, his own personal story
of finding peace by allowing himself to become the
man he always knew was waiting for him.

{Eddie’s earlier book Cadence, written as Emma Ayres,
is also a joy for anyone interested in music or adventure
travel ..... or both.]

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday 13 April 2-4pm

“Jewels and Jazz” - a jewellery afternoon with beautiful
gifts in time for Mothers’ Day. Or treat yourself to a new
necklace, bracelet, earrings, scarf or other accessories.
Bespoke Jewellery, 5 Garwood Street, Hawthorn
Part proceeds to SAWA
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A PICNIC IN THE PARK

On the last day of 2024, in sunny Adelaide, SAWA
Committee members were thrilled to meet two of
the young Afghan women who are studying in
Melbourne, with the support of New Hope/Omid
Now and Melbourne University.

Tahira and Shukria were enjoying a holiday break
from study, staying with SAWA Treasurer, Carol
Shamsabadi and her family. Both women had just
completed their end of year exams for the Trinity
Foundation program and were looking forward to
the coming year’s studies.

Mursal Nazari, former Director of the VTC in Kabul,
now resident in Adelaide, and part of the New
Hope/Omid Now team, also joined the picnic with
her delightful little daughters, Awen and Hilan.
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Back row left — Shukria. Back row right — Tahira
Others in back row — Margaret Gadd, Carol Shamsabadi,
Mursal Nazai & Hilan.

Front row — Brian Arnott, Awen, Maureen Arnott, Nasrin
Shamsabadi.

PLANNING FOR 2025 and BEYOND

Committee members,

L to R: Julie, Margaret, Jill
and Maureen — after
lunch at Plant 4, Bowden
(Absent: Carol, Mary &
Zainab)

SAWA Committee
meetings are always
. fun, and we get a lot
done. We're very
: lucky to have a
dedicated group who all look forward to getting
together and working on our next plans and
coming events.

The SAWA Strategic Plan (2020-2025) is due for
review and updating in June this year, but we’ve
already started developing new ideas and
maximizing opportunities that come our way.

In the pipeline now are:

e More awareness-raising talks and forums
with clubs, schools and University groups

e ‘Jewels and Jazz’ afternoon (see below)

e Film Night in July/August

e The SAWA Scholarship (planned with our
friends at New Hope/Omid Now)

e Advocacy for visa applicants through local
MPs

e Research into new opportunities and
partnerships in Australia and overseas.

IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE INVOLVED, PLEASE CONTACT
US AT sawacommittee@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday 13 April 2-4pm
“Jewels and Jazz” - ajewellery afternoon with beautiful
gifts in time for Mothers’ Day ...or treat yourself to a
new necklace, bracelet, earrings, scarf or other
accessories.
Bespoke Jewellery, 5 Garwood Street, Hawthorn
Part proceeds to SAWA
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FOOD AID PROGRAM - Funds from NSW

In the last edition of the SAWAN we mentioned
that we planned to send an additional SUS5,000
(SA7,812.50) to OPAWC to enable them to buy and
distribute food to some of their students who live
in extreme poverty and are often the sole
breadwinner for their family. An overview of this
program is reported on Page 1. We also received
photos and stories of some of the 35 recipients
whose families received aid packages. Two of
these are included below.

The Story of M.

M ... is 21 years old,
but she looks much
older than her age,
resembling a woman
in her 40s. When she
was just a child, M
lost her father in the
notorious mass killing
in Yakawlang, where
300 people were k//Ied in one day. She has faced
many hardships in her life, especially after her
mother was forced to marry again. M was sent to
an orphanage, living without her mother and
yearning for her deceased father. Now she lives
secretly with her foster sister in a rented house as
the Taliban does not allow young women to live
alone. She makes a living through embroidery and
tailoring M’s involvement with OPAWC has
helped her become more independent.

The Story of S.G

| S..G is a 55-year-
old woman who
lives with her
| disabled son. She
is the oldest
student in the
Training Centre.

Despite  her  health
challenges and
advanced age, she is
deeply committed to
learning. S...G lost her
husband many years ago
and now takes care of
her son by herself. She
has been living a life of :
hardship and struggle. Desplte the d/ff/cultles she
faces, she still dreams of learning. Her
determination to learn, despite the daily
challenges, inspires everyone around her. With the
support of the food packages, she felt more
hopeful and grateful. “Your help means a lot to
me” she said. “I was worried about how | would
feed my son and myself in the winter, but now I can
rest assured for a while.”

GRADUATION IN NANGARHAR

At the end of November, the training centre in
Nangarhar Province held their graduation
ceremony in a private home where they
sometimes gather. One of the staff from Kabul
was able to travel there to represent OPAWC. Due
to security concerns, they were only able to have
a small party. But it was a happy occasion for
everyone.

Convenor: Robyn Longhurst Assistant Convenor: Margaet Bailey Secretary: Shirley Allen
Committee: Margaret Hetherton, Denise
Fahey, Deanna Fekete, June Lunsmann, Jenny Malkevich, Trina Supit
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