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Welcome to the August SAWAN  
This issue includes news about:  
 A special visit to the Training Centre 
 “How should the West respond to the 

Taliban?”   Upcoming discussion forum. 
 Devastating floods in Afghanistan 
 South Australian news (p.4) 
 New South Wales news (p.5) 
    

THANK YOU to everyone who donated to 
SAWA in 2023-24.   We are grateful for the 
response to our End of Financial Year 
request.  Your support for the women of 
Afghanistan is very much appreciated.     
 
MUZAFAR’S VISIT TO THE VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING CENTRE IN KABUL 
 

Many SAWA supporters will know of Muzafar 
Ali.    Now resident in Adelaide, Muzafar spent 
years in a refugee camp in Indonesia before 
gaining Australian visas for himself and his 
family.  He is a photographer, writer and ‘star’ 
of the recent documentary film “Watandar” 
which tells of his journeys to outback Australia 
to meet his ‘watandars’, or countrymen, the 
descendants of the Afghan cameleers.   

 

On a return visit to Afghanistan in May this year, 
Muzafar visited the Vocational Training Centre 
in Kabul, at SAWA’s request, to meet the staff 
and students.    
 

Muzafar reported being very impressed with 
the Centre and the work being done to give 
Afghan women hope, confidence and practical 
skills to take into the future.  
 

Sara, Program Manager at the VTC, also wrote 
to say: “Muzafar’s kindness, affection, and 
respectable demeanor truly made my day. I am 
grateful to you for introducing us and giving us 
the opportunity to connect. “  
 
Muzafar carried 
a gift from SAWA 
for Sara’s little 
daughter, Dafne.      
Here she is 
enjoying her 
cuddly koala!       
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENT (in Adelaide) 
SAWA is hosting an important discussion forum in 

collaboration with the University of Adelaide’s 
Politics and International Relations Association.  

   “How Should the West respond to the Taliban”  
30 August 6pm 

Napier Building, University: Lower Napier LG29   
 

This date of this forum, 30 August, marks the third 
anniversary of the Australian withdrawal from 
Afghanistan.   Claire O’Connor SC, barrister and human 
rights lawyer will moderate an expert panel of 
speakers. 
 

Admission is free, but registration is required. 
https://events.humanitix.com/panel-discussion-the-west-and-

afghanistan  
 
 
 

[For an introduction to the topic, see Pages 2&3] 
 



  

Discussion Forum:  “How should the 
West respond to the Taliban?”     
 

  What do you think?    
 

Politicians, international law experts, 
academics and concerned citizens hold 
strongly divergent opinions about what foreign 
governments should do in response to the 
Taliban in Afghanistan.     
 Some believe we should stand firmly 

against engagement, because fundamental 
human rights are non-negotiable, and the 
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan 
cannot be used as an excuse to bypass 
women rights. 

 Others consider that the Taliban is unlikely 
to change its policies in response to 
demands from western countries, and 
therefore we should strengthen 
engagement, development assistance and 
economic integration for the benefit of the 
Afghan people. 

 If engagement is sought, should any 
conditions be imposed? 

 

These and many other issues will be raised 
during the discussion forum.   If you will be in 
Adelaide on 30 August, please come and 
participate!  Register at the link on Page 1. 
 

If you are in another part of Australia, we 
would welcome your questions prior to the 
forum.   Please email SAWA at: 
sawacommittee@gmail.com     or write to 
SAWA-Australia (SA) PO Box 44, Dernancourt 
5075.      
 

Footnote:    A United Nations Conference on 
Afghanistan was held in Doha on 1-2 July.   
However, no women were able to participate 
because the Taliban refused to allow this.   
A ‘closed-door’ separate UN meeting was held on 
2 July to hear from Afghan women, but the fact 
that the conference proceeded in accordance 
with the Taliban’s conditions, was the subject of 
criticism from human rights organisations.   
 

 

 

 

Devastating news -  Floods in Baghlan 
SAWA received a heart-wrenching report 
from OPAWC in the aftermath of recent 
floods in the north of Afghanistan.   Here are 
some edited excerpts from the Report.    
 

On 10 May 
2024, 
devastating 
floods 
turned 
many 
villages of 
Baghlan 
province 
into ruins.  

According to the World Food Program, 300 
people lost their lives, 1630 people were 
injured and 2,600 houses were destroyed. 

Many Afghan people in rural areas live in 
houses made of mud which have little 
resistance against floods, earthquakes, or heavy 
rains.  In Baghlan, the flood not only destroyed 
the homes and shelter of many villagers, but 
also destroyed all their crops. 

OPAWC sent the Hamoon Mobile Health Team 
to Baghlan immediately on hearing of the 
floods, to provide aid and medical services.  
Here is OPAWC’s report. 
 

“It took the team 24 
hours to reach Burka 
District along flood-
damaged roads. On 
their arrival, the 
Taliban tried to 
prevent them going 
to Falol village, where 
many victims were 
sheltering.  The Taliban also tried to take their 
medical supplies, but with the resistance of the team’s 
doctors and with the support of the local people, they 
eventually proceeded to the flooded villages in Burka 
District and were able to treat the sick and injured  
 

“The aftermath of the flood brought a range of health 
issues, including wide-spread emotional distress, and 
a prevalence of skin diseases among the children.   
The only health care clinic in the district which 
existed prior to the flood was destroyed in the 
disaster.   
 

After a day of providing health services, the mobile 
health team returned to Kabul with a heart full of 
sorrow. 
 



  

The UNITED NATIONS COUNCIL OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS discusses issues relevant to the 
West’s relationship with the Taliban.      
Summary of a report presented to the UN June 2024    

 

  JUNE 2024 

Human Rights Council Hears that the 
Severity of Violations against Women and 
Girls in Afghanistan Might Amount to 
Crimes against Humanity 

The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in Afghanistan said his latest 
report found that the Taliban’s institutionalised 
system of gender oppression, established and 
enforced through its violations of women’s and 
girls’ fundamental rights, was widespread and 
systematic, and appeared to constitute an 
attack on the entire civilian population, 
amounting to crimes against humanity.  
 
Over the past year, the de facto authorities (the 
Taliban) have issued at least 52 edicts that 
intensified restrictions on Afghan women and 
girls, and these were being increasingly 
enforced.   Women and girls excluded from the 
education system faced heightened risks of 
forced marriage and debt bondage.  
 
The Special Rapporteur recommended that the 
Taliban should immediately dismantle their 
institutionalised system of gender oppression; 
and engage constructively with United Nations 
human rights mechanisms.    He also called on 
the international community to avoid 
normalisation or legitimisation of the de 
facto authorities until and unless there 
were demonstrated, measurable and 
independently verified improvements 
against human rights benchmarks, 
 
Laila, a young girl living in Afghanistan, said 
that she could not continue her education after 
being banned from universities. She could not 
graduate from school and had lost many 
opportunities in life. Now, she felt helpless and 
had lost hope. She called on the international 
community to keep supporting the women and 
girls to Afghanistan, including to access 
education. 
 

Benafsha Yaqoobi, disability and women’s 
rights activist, said women and girls in 
Afghanistan endured gender-based 
discrimination from the very beginning of their 
lives. For nearly three years, a system of gender 
apartheid had been unfolding, entrenched with 
intersectional impacts of discrimination based 
on ethnicity, class, religion, marital status and 
disability.  This had doubled the impacts on 
women in marginalised groups. 
 
Shafiqa Khpalwak, poet, writer, and human 
rights activist, asked delegates to imagine a 
world where, one day, you wake up and your 
children do not have the right to attend school, 
particularly your daughters.  The right to have a 
job was denied and the right to freedom of 
speech and expression was taken. It seems 
impossible to imagine such a world, but it is a 
harsh reality for Afghan women every single 
day. 
 
However, a different perspective was 
expressed by other speakers, who suggested 
that some countries had imposed 
unreasonable unilateral actions against 
Afghanistan, which further harmed the 
rights of the Afghan people. These needed to 
be revoked. These speakers called for “Afghan-
led, Afghan-owned” responses to the crisis. The 
international community needed to work with 
the de facto authorities to achieve peace. 
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FILM NIGHT at the Mercury on 20th July    
 

On a cold July evening over 100 friends and supporters 
braved the weather to aƩend our mid-winter Film 
Event at the Mercury Cinema in Adelaide.    A wonderful 
turnout for which we are deeply grateful.    With Ɵcket 
sales, raffles and donaƟon boxes filled to the brim, we 
raised over $1,600.    Thank you one and all!    
 
Two recent films about Afghanistan were screened, the 
first an Oscar-nominated short film called “Yellow” 
which tells the story of Laili, a young Afghan woman 
buying her first chadari (or burqua).  A slight technical 
hitch on the night meant that we couldn’t hear the 
dialogue (in Farsi) – but we had English subƟtles – and 
the film told its story beauƟfully without the need for 
words anyway! 
 
The second film, “Laughing in Afghanistan”, is a 
documentary about the young actor/comedian Karim 
Asir who escaped to Greece when the Taliban took 
control of his country.   The film explores the 
importance of humour, set against the tragedy of the 
Taliban’s prohibition of all forms of art, music, theatre 
– and even laughter – in Afghanistan.     
 

Karim, known as the 
Afghan Charlie Chaplin, is 
conƟnuing to draw on his 
comedic skills to bring 
joy and happiness to his 
people in exile.   
“Laughing in 
Afghanistan” is helping 
to draw internaƟonal 
aƩenƟon to the 
desperate situaƟon 
being experienced by the 
people sƟll living in his 
home country.     
 

Thank you to Fahim Hashimi of the Ghan Film FesƟval 
for assistance in accessing “Laughing in Afghanistan” 
free of charge for SAWA.  
 
ADVANCE NOTICE – SAVE THE DATE – 15 OCTOBER 
SAWA’S AGM will be held on 15 October at Rumi Palace, 
Blair Athol. Agenda and Reports will be sent to members     

DISCUSSION FORUM: “How the West 
should respond to the Taliban”.   30 August 

University of Adelaide, Lower Napier LG29 
This forum promises to be informaƟve and 
thought-provoking.   Speakers include: 
 Tim Legrand, historian. University of Adelaide 
 Erfan Abidi, interpreter for Australian; 

personnel before the Taliban seized power; 
 Zainab Kazemi, SAWA CommiƩee member, 

recently returned from a visit to family in 
Afghanistan.   

 Moderator, Claire O’Connor SC, leading 
Adelaide barrister 

Entry is free, but registraƟon is necessary.  Use this 
link to register: 
https://events.humanitix.com/panel-discussion-
the-west-and-afghanistan    

Zainab Kazemi is a SAWA(SA) CommiƩee member 
who, with the benefit of her Australian ciƟzenship, 
visited extended family in Afghanistan in May and 
June this year.    At the Discussion Forum on 30 
August, Zainab will share her first-hand experiences of 
the difficulƟes faced by women and minoriƟes under 
Taliban rule.         

The SAWA-SA Committee enjoyed dinner at Rumi 
Palace with Zainab and her husband, Sam, shortly 
after their return from Afghanistan.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAWA Committee (from front clockwise):   
Carol Shamsabadi, Zainab Kazemi, Maureen Arnott, 
Margaret Gadd, (Brian Arnott), Julie Irwin, (Zainab’s 

husband Sam, and Shaheen Shamsabadi). 
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. 
NEWS FROM NANGARHAR PROVINCE 
 

 
A group of women, organised by OPAWC, 
continue to meet in private homes to learn 
dressmaking and tailoring.   At the same time, they 
are learning literacy in their own language. The 
centre we fund in a village in Nangarhar Province 
has had to move several times since the Taliban 
takeover and now operates from homes of families 
who support the education of women and girls.   
Funds previously earmarked for house rent is now 
paid to these families. Young girls can also learn 
English and maths as well as sewing. They are 
located closer to the capital which makes it is 
easier to take funds to them from Kabul. 
  
The Director of programs for OPAWC reported 
recently that in eastern Afghanistan, particularly in 
Nangarhar province, religious fundamentalism and 
patriarchal norms prevail.  The families have kept 
the centre secret.   
 

The teacher and her family bravely risk their safety 
in allowing us to use a corner of their homes for 
classes.   We are grateful for the local community’s 
steadfast support of our centre, which serves as 
sanctuary for women battling deprivation, poverty 
and despair - a place where they can strive for a 
better future despite the miseries they face simply 
for being women.  
 

A young woman learning to sew says: “I come from 
a poor family; my father works as a city cleaner and 
earns a modest wage. I dream of attending 

university and supporting my family in the future. 
Thanks to this centre, I have received a good 
education. I now sew clothes for neighbours, 
earning a small income that greatly helps my 
family” 
 

The husband of one of our sewing students also 
expressed his happiness. “I am thrilled that my 
wife is learning sewing and literacy. Unlike others  
in our community, I want her to be educated so she 
can raise knowledgeable and patriotic children for 
society”.   His wife has now learned reading and 
writing which gives her happiness and hope, 
believing in the possibility of social change through 
her own empowerment. 
 

These small gains show how important our 
continued financial and moral support is to 
women and girls in Afghanistan. The Nangarhar 
Centre has been funded until the end of 
September, so we hope by then to have raised 
enough to support another year’s operation. 
 
 FUNDRAISING DINNER 
. 

SAWA-NSW held a Christmas in July dinner and 
silent auction at the Balmain Bowling Club.  With 
about 65 in attendance, an enjoyable evening was 
had and there was generosity in the air. A large 
number of items were donated for auction, 
including service vouchers, paintings, glassware, 
and china.  There was something for all tastes and 
pockets.  Included were some textiles from the 
collection bequeathed to SAWA from the estate of 
Lenore Blackwood.  
 

Together, a raffle, the auction, sales of bags and 
jams, donations and profit from the margin on food, 
totalled over $7,500 which was very pleasing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       

Lenore Blackwood’s textiles collected from many countries. 

http://www.nsw.sawa-australia/
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