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Welcome to another SAWAN

Has the world forgotten the women of Afghanistan?
Women writers and journalists are asking why it is taking
so long for other countries to hold the Taliban to account
for their increasingly brutal repression of women’s
rights. It’s now been 5 years since the Taliban take-
over.

SAWA also receives letters from many women asking for
support. With our resources mainly committed to
OPAWC, thereis little we can do to help them financially,
but their stories provide first-hand insights into the
situations facing women and girls, and what they are
doing to survive in the face of enormous challenges.
This issue of SAWAN brings some of these women’s
voices calling out to the world in grief and fear. There
are also inspirational stories of hope and courage, with
brave actions which are improving lives. (Pages 1, 2, 3)
Also on Page 2, you can read of the important step
forward which some Australian MPs have taken.

VOICES FROM AFGHANISTAN: Actions of the

Taliban continue to spark fear, distress and anger
SAWA has received several reports recently of women
being harassed, beaten or detained for ‘crimes’ such as
walking in the street or not wearing a face mask.
Numerous media articles and videos have been
circulating showing armed Taliban members firing
weapons, throwing stones, beating women and
assaulting civilians during peaceful demonstrations in
provinces outside Kabul.

Not only do Afghan
women and girls remain
systematically excluded
from all aspects of public
life, including the
classroom and the S ¥
workplace, but a new Taliban penal code even allows
their husbands the right to beat them.

FEAR: One of the letters sent to SAWA says in part ... ...
..... | am sorry to worry all of you, but | think that you
should know the conditions under which we are living.
We are struggling just to survive. The situation in our
province was better before, but over the past few days,
across all of Afghanistan, the Taliban have intensified
their attacks against women in the most terrifying ways.

We do not really know what is about to happen. Our
situation is fragile and unstable. Women are unsafe.
UNCERTAINTY AND OUTRAGE: From ABC Religion
and Ethics Report: 26" June By Simin Haidary

For many vyears, | believed in the power of
international institutions and global leadership. Today,
however, | find myself questioning that power.

| question the purpose of gathering in conference rooms
if no meaningful action follows. Why, five years after the
Taliban’s return, has the world failed to stop this brutal
regime? Why is it taking so long to debate the
recognition of a regime that systematically strips women
and girls of their basic human rights?

Why are some
countries moving
towards normalising
relations with the
Taliban instead of
increasing pressure
on them? Why are

Taliban representatives invited to international
negotiations while Afghan women are excluded from
decisions about their future?

ANGER and GRIEF:

Malala Yousafzai adds her voice ...

Malala, Nobel Peace prize winner and activist for girls’

education, expresses her anger and grief for the girls of

Afghanistan in the final chapters of her latest book,

“Finding my Way” ...

“Afghanistan shattered the promise of progress for me.
| realised the world was not committed to fighting for
the rights of women and girls. The worst moment of
my life* had been not a turning point, but a pause ....
an opportunity for leaders to act appalled that the
Taliban would dare to shoot a child, throw some money
into girls’ education, and then return to the business of
growing economies and winning elections. ...... We
repaired some of the damage from one Taliban bullet
... but what was that compared to the thousands of
bullets raining down on Afghanistan, to the suffering of
girls whose names we’ll never know, whose cries will
go unanswered?

*(You will recall that Malala was shot by the Taliban in 2012
but survived to continue her activism for girls’ education.
She is the youngest ever Nobel prize recipient.)
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SEEKING HOPE IN THE DARKNESS

IN AUSTRALIA:

MPs in Canberra have relaunched a Parliamentary
Friendship Group with the People of Afghanistan.
https://share.google/dcJALeBXzSAdEGRwn9

Pictured:

Dr Monique
Ryan (co-chair),
Ambassador
Waissi, Julian
Hill (Chair of
the
Parliamentary
Friendship
Group)

The Parliamentary Friendship Group was formally re-
launched on Tuesday, June 23, at Parliament House in
Canberra, in a ceremony attended by MPs, Senators,
representatives of civil society organizations and
members of the Afghan-Australian community.  This
move has been described as “a sign of enduring
solidarity with the Afghan people amid the country’s
continuing political and humanitarian crisis”.

Matt Thistlethwaite, speaking on behalf of Foreign
Minister, Penny Wong, stated that Canberra remained
committed to supporting the Afghan people and would
not allow the current situation in Afghanistan to become
normalised. He reaffirmed Australia’s support for
women’s rights, and efforts to hold the Taliban
accountable for human rights violations.

SAWA has written to MPs Julian Hill and Dr Monique
Ryan, Co-chairs of the Group, to thank them for this
initiative. We acknowledge it as a positive step
forward, but we will continue to monitor government
policy and lobby our MPs until further action is taken.
Is your Federal MP a member of the Group? Ask them!

FROM AFGHANISTAN: Amid the darkness, there are
also stories of hope and achievement. The following
articles are examples of some of the activities being
undertaken by brave Afghan women and their
supporters.

Teaching the Narrative of Hope
(Thanks to Pleiades (preferred name) in Afghanistan, and
Victoria Laurie in Australia for sharing their story)

When the Taliban regained control of Afghanistan,
Pleiades* lost her job, her right to continue her
education, and the future she had spent years striving to
build. As a journalist and women’s rights activist, she
was eventually forced to leave Afghanistan and seek
refuge in Pakistan.

As a fellow journalist in Australia, Victoria had reached
out to a group of young women in Afghanistan, including
Pleiades, to ask how she and her media friends could
help. Victoria recognised that she lacked even a
rudimentary grasp of their situation and was worried
that any misstep could put them in danger. But she kept
in touch, and her friendship with Pleiades grew. Victoria
was able to provide some financial support for the
family, but both women felt the need to offer greater
opportunity to many more women and girls.

When Pleiades shared her idea of creating an
educational program, it felt like a gift of a partnership —
Victoria could offer encouragement and funds, while
Pleiades could engage her network in Afghanistan to set
up classes and find volunteer teachers.

The shared goal of providing learning opportunities soon
extended far beyond organising a few classes. As
Pleiades said: “We sought to create a space where
Afghan girls and women could maintain their connection
to education, learning, and hope, even when their access
to formal education had been severely restricted.”

Before long there were in-person English language
classes for girls, another for children, in-person literacy
classes for adult women, an advanced online English
class, a podcast class for girls, and an online creative
writing course. Pleiades also initiated online seminars
on stress management, building self-confidence,
maintaining hope and motivation, self-awareness and
other topics, such as how to apply for scholarships,

From Australia, Victoria supplied textbooks and
stationery, as well as hygiene items for the women in the


https://share.google/dcJALeBXzSdEGRwn9

literacy classes. Internet costs have been covered to
enable participants to study online, and the teachers
have received monthly compensation for their work and
travel costs. Financial assistance has also been provided
to several girls to support the preparation of their
scholarship applications.

Victoria’s and Pleiades’ partnership is bearing fruit in
ways never anticipated. In the first 5-month teaching
cycle, classes have been provided for 210 Afghan girls
and women. Women in the literacy class who had never
previously had the chance to learn to read and write are
now able to do so.

A collection of essays by some of the women has been
collated into a book The Butterfly Project. These
narratives have given voice to women who previously
had little or no opportunity to be heard.

A second teaching cycle is commencing soon. Pleiades
is continuing to find ways around security restrictions,
geographical distance and difficulties in reaching
participants, while Victoria’s contribution has continued
to be the provider of modest funds and a sounding
board.

The initiative has now spread beyond Afghanistan,
because Pleiades knows firsthand the challenges that
confront Afghan refugees in Pakistan. There are now 20
Pakistani girls participating in online seminars, as well as
gathering in-person each month to discuss what they
have learned.

Photos of smiling Afghan women, and their feedback,
provide rewards. “Before this program, | was separated
from formal education,” says one young participant.
“But through the seminars, creative writing, and English
classes, | have learned skills such as self-awareness, goal
setting, leadership, and self-expression. This program
has made me a stronger, more resilient, and more
hopeful person, and today | continue my life’s journey
with greater self-confidence.”

Pleiades concludes: “These reflections demonstrate
that education, even under the most restrictive
circumstances, can become a starting point for
change.”

*Pleiades chose her pseudonym from the Pleiades star cluster,
one of the most beautiful clusters in the sky. “Just as the stars
of the Pleiades shine together, women and girls can also
shine greater light and strength through unity, support and
hope.”

A quote from “The Butterly Project”
The day will come when studying is not a crime, freedom is
not a crime and, ultimately, being a girl is not a crime.”

ADILA’S* STORY is another example of a brave
young women working in the face of enormous
obstacles. (*Name changed)

Adila has a degree in English but
now there is no work. She is
continuing to study online at home.
At the same time, she is providing
opportunities for other women to
learn, by teaching a group of young
women in her home. Adila currently
has 33 students of various ages,
many of whom come from families
facing financial difficulties. (Pictured above: Group activity)

What Adila is doing is risky. With the Taliban having
banned women from receiving an education beyond
primary school, all further educational activities and
gatherings must be conducted in secret. But Adila has
the support of her family and the approval of the
neighbourhood leader.  She tells us there are other
young women in her area doing similar work to ensure
some women and girls can continue to be educated.
Adila has sent photos of her students studying and
enjoying activities together.

The FRIENDS MEETING GROUP: Another project
building support, friendship and resilience for rural
women.

Education is important, but so is self-worth and
friendship, particularly for older Afghan women who
may never have had agency in their traditional roles as
wives and mothers. A program of a different kind has
been introduced by S. a young woman who understands
the hardships and invisibility of women in rural
Afghanistan. Depression, loneliness and lack of

confidence are common.

With SAWA'’s support, S.*
gathered a group of women
together in 2025 to meet
weekly and get to know one
another. Over 12 months,
with gentle encouragement
from S, the women began
to share their experiences, talk, laugh, share food and
come together as friends.

S. also provided information about health, hygiene,
stress management and self-confidence. Natural
leaders emerged within the group, and S. was gradually
able to withdraw from her leadership role. The women
are continuing to meet in one another’s homes, with
occasional support visits from S.  She has since started
another Friends Meeting Group following the same
approach.

* Full name is omitted for security reasons
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COMING EVENTS:30%" September Afghan Feast
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lamb, chicken and vegetarian

platters, dessert, a complimentary

glass of wine and soft drink and tea.

{BYO additional drinks - no corkage fee) (

$60 PER PERSON
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We hope you can join us for dinner on
30 September. Make up a table or just come along
and meet new SAWA friends.

BOOKINGS AND PAYMENT ARE ESSENTIAL

SAWA Afghan Banquet Tickets, Rumi Palace Restaurant
. Blair Athol | TryBooking Australia

MORE DIARY DATES - PLEASE SAVE!
e Sunday 1st November “A Walk by the River”
This event is being held to support all the Afghan
women and girls who can no
longer enjoy a simple walk in
the park or a stroll along a river
bank. It will involve a gentle
walk along the River Torrens.
e Tuesday 27 October SAWA AGM
at Quaker Meeting House, North Adelaide.
DETAILS FOR BOTH EVENTS COMING SOON
RECENT EVENTS:
e DINNER WITH THE AMBASSADOR

www.sawa-australia.org
info@sawa-australia.org

Maureen and Charlotte represented SAWA-SA at a
dinner with Ambassador Wahidullah Waissi, and other
guests, at Parwana Restaurant in May. All enjoyed the
friendly evening, and look forward to future
collaboration.

L to R Fahim Hashimi
(filmmaker, and
organiser of GIFFA
film festival), Pamela
Rajkowski,
(historian),
Ambassador Waissi,
Charlotte, Maureen,
Nematullah Bizan
(Lecturer at ANU
who accompanied
the Ambassador on
his trip to Adelaide

and Melbourne).

e FILM NIGHT AT THE CAPRI CINEMA
This event was arranged by Unley Rotary, to raise funds
for a new Rotary group in Afghanistan supporting
Afghan women. SAWA joined with historian, Pamela
Rajkowski, to host a stall selling SAWA merchandise,
Pamela’s book “In the Tracks of the Camel Men”, as
well as hundreds of raffle tickets.

It was a night of warmth and camaraderie, with a
documentary about the
Afghan cameleers by
Adelaide-based film-
maker, Fahim Hashimi,
and a second film titled
“ And Still I Sing” which
shows the impact of the
Taliban  regime on
women artists.

Pamela Rajkowski showing a customer her book “In
the Tracks of the Camel Men:”

SAWA MERCHANDISE: We have received a large box of
handcrafted bags, purses and tablecloths from the students at

the Vocational Training Centre. These and other items will be
for sale at all up-coming events. Always a good time to shop!

Convenor: Maureen Arnott  Treasurer: Carol Shamsabadi

Margaret Gadd (Editor SAWAN)
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FLOOD IN NURISTAN PROVINCE

On 20" July, devastating floods swept through
Nuristan. At least forty people were killed and
hundreds are injured or missing. Countless houses,
shops, roads, water wells and bridges have been
destroyed as well as hundreds of acres of agricultural
land. After an anxious wait we have now heard from
colleagues at OPAWC in Kabul about the centre we
support in a remote rural area of Nuristan:
The recent floods caused more financial
damage than loss of life and sadly the poorest
people have suffered the most. The roads are
completely blocked, so sending material aid to
this area has become very difficult. Still, we did
not want to wait. For that reason, we have sent
some cash to our friends there so that they can
buy the most urgent needs. We will continue
our efforts and keep you informed of any
further developments.

FUNDRAISING DINNER
On Thursday 23 July, 79 members and supporters
braved a cold winter’s night to attend our fundraising
dinner at Forli Italian restaurant in central Balmain.
Guests reported that the evening was very enjoyable.
We were
honoured to have
as our guest
speaker, the
former
Ambassador for
the Islamic
Republic of

: Afghanistan, His
Excellency Wahidullah Waissi. The Embassy officially
closed and suspended all operations on 30" June this
year, after operating as a mission-in-exile since the
2021 fall of Kabul.

Ambassador Waissi noted with gratitude his
appreciation to Australia and its people for their
longstanding  friendship with the people of
Afghanistan, their humanitarian support, and the
sacrifices made by Australians in Afghanistan. He
expressed his hope that Australia will continue to

stand with the people of Afghanistan and support their
pursuit of a better future.

He then spoke of the current situation in Afghanistan,
with particular emphasis on the lives of Afghan women
and girls, whose courage and resilience continue to
endure despite severe restrictions on their rights and
freedoms. The Ambassador underscored the
importance of ensuring that the people of Afghanistan
remain at the centre of international attention and
support. He also spoke of his interests in
environmental protection and the green economy.

The Ambassador also mentioned the ‘Thousand Suns’
campaign and thanked SAWA members and friends
for their 5

support.

Ambassador Waissi and Shazia Malikzai’s family & friends.

Another highlight of the evening was the presence of
Shazia Malikzai, her aunt and cousin. Shazia’s
involvement with SAWA goes back many years and was
outlined in the May SAWAN. The family was very
happy to meet with the former Ambassador, and even
more delighted when one of our guests, a former
lawyer, offered to mentor Shazia who is a graduate of
law from Kabul University. Shazia’s family also brought
two new friends. recently arrived in Australia under the
‘Talent Beyond Boundaries’ immigration program.

Financially the evening was a great success, raising
nearly $6,000. Much of this was due to supporters
organising groups of friends to attend, donating to our
silent auction, buying raffle tickets and purchasing our
SAWA shopping bags on the night. As usual, the jams
and marmalades made by member Bronwyn Monro
were very popular.

Convenor: Robyn Longhurst Assistant Convenor: Margaet Bailey Secretary: Shirley Allen
Treasurer: Carolyn Allen Public Officer: Deanna Fekete

June Lunsmann, Jenny Malkevich, Trina Supit
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