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Welcome to the November SAWAN 

SAWA-SA Committee members were fortunate to meet 
the Afghan Ambassador to Australia during his recent 
visit to Adelaide - see story and photo next page.  There 
is also news of a big event to be held at the Afghanistan 
Embassy in Canberra on 29 November.    All welcome! 
 

News from Afghanistan often slips from prominence on 
mainstream Australian media, but SAWA is indebted to 
news sources from around the world for stories of life in 
Afghanistan today.  In  particular, we pay respect to the 
many brave women journalists who  share their analysis 
of Afghan issues and news via the internet.  OPAWC, our 
partner organisation, also sends regular communication 
and reports via phone and email.     It is this collected 
information we share with you in SAWAN.   

The recent decision of the Taliban to close internet 
services across the entire country for 48 hours was 
devastating for the entire population, news outlets and 
friends, including SAWA, around the world.     

Local news of events and fund-raising in SAWA-SA is on 
Page 4.     Updates from SAWA-NSW are on Page 5.    

 

EARTHQUAKE NEWS:  31 August 2025 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated to SAWA’s 
Earthquake Appeal.    Your kindness and generosity 
resulted in  AUD$11,000 being sent to OPAWC for 
emergency humanitarian assistance. 
 

The magnitude 6.2 earthquake struck Eastern 
Afghanistan on August 31, killing more than 2,200 
people and injuring nearly 4,000.   In total, over half a 
million people have been affected by loss of homes, 
villages and livelihoods.    
 

OPAWC’s Hamoon Mobile Health Clinic responded 
immediately by 
travelling to the 
affected region 
and attending to 
the physical 
injuries and 

psychological 
distress of the 
people.      

Their Report, received by SAWA. Includes the following 
message:  
We are grateful to all our supporters whose valuable assistance  
enabled the medical team to reach the hard-to-reach areas of 
rural Afghanistan and provide vital services to the affected. 
Your help not only provided medicine and treatment but also 
brought hope to children who came to the doctor in tears, 
mothers suffering from the loss of their children, and bereaved 
men and women. Without your support, reaching these families 
and delivering vital aid would not have been possible 
 

Stories contained in the Report indicate the 
overwhelming suffering and pain experienced.  
Bakhtawar, a middle-aged 
woman, suffering from severe 
stress and anxiety with fever 
and low blood pressure, said: “I 
have lost all my children.”  
Her pain was intense. 
 

Shamim, a young girl said: “My 
father and brother have been 
martyred. My mother and sister 
are hospitalised, I am injured, 
and my grandmother is injured 
at home. My brother was 
trapped under stones, and this 
scene will never leave my memory. The sound of my father 
calling for help always remains in my ears. How can I endure 
all this pain?  
 

Mohammad Nasim, an old man lying near the debris of his 
house, said: “I have lost all my relatives; my children, my 
daughters-in-law… Only my two young grandchildren remain.” 

 

Aljazeera News reported that women remained largely 
absent from most humanitarian support efforts.  After 
the Taliban banned women from working in NGO’s in 
2022/23, it has become much more difficult for aid 
agencies to reach and support women when disasters, 
such as the earthquake strike.       
  

The World Health Organisation reported that nearly 
90% of medical staff in the earthquake area were men. 
The remaining 10% were women who worked as 
midwives and nurses, as they were untrained to deal 
with severe injuries.  However, it was reported that male 
rescue workers did help women victims where possible.  

NOTE:    Another major earthquake hit northern 
Afghanistan on 3 November. 21 dead, 1000 injured.   

http://www.sawa-australia.org/


  

MEETING THE AMBASSADOR OF THE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN   – 
and an event at the Embassy on 29th 
November to celebrate Afghan women. 

 

Members of the 
SAWA Committee, 
Maureen, Margaret 
and Charlotte, were 
fortunate to meet 
with His Excellency 
Wahidullah Waissi 
of the Embassy of 
the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan, 
during his recent 
visit to Adelaide.  
 
Pictured:  Maureen 

Arnott, His Excellency the Ambassador, Margaret Gadd. 
 

The Ambassador was interested to learn about SAWA’s 
work and our relationship with women in Afghanistan.     
 

He also discussed a major event being organised by  
the Embassy on 29th November.    Titled “A Thousand 
Splendid Suns” the event aims to ‘plant’ 1000 paper 
“Suns” on the Embassy lawns, with messages of 
solidarity from Australian women to our sisters in 
Afghanistan.     
 

Both SAWA-SA and 
SAWA-NSW are 
aiming to gather 200 
Suns, signed with 
messages of hope 
from our respective 
State supporters  
 

The Thousand 
Splendid Suns event 
will be open to the 
public, so we urge you to visit on 29 November if you can 
The Embassy’s address is 4 Beale Crescent, Deakin ACT. 
 

If you can’t get to Canberra, you can still be involved.   
Contact SAWA at sawacommittee@gmail.com and we’ll 
email you a Sun to print, cut out, sign and return to the 
Embassy of Afghanistan, 4 Beale Cres, Deakin ACT 2600.    

 
If you’re in SA, you can also sign a 
Sun at SAWA’s market stall at 
Fullarton on 22nd November.   
(Details page 4)   
 

INDIA RECOGNISES THE TALIBAN 
 

SAWA read with deep concern news reports of India 
seeking to renew its recognition of the Taliban, with 
plans to re-open its embassy in Kabul.      SAWA has 
written to the Indian High Commission in Australia 
to express our concern 
 

Shabnam Nasimi, an Indian historian, wrote: 
“For a country that built its post-colonial identity on 
democracy, secularism, freedom of the press, and 
equality before law, this was not a procedural lapse. 
It was a symbolic surrender”. 
 

At the first press conference in Delhi to discuss the 
new alliance, women journalists were asked to 
leave the room because the Taliban didn’t want 
them there.   And India agreed.      
But 3 days 
later, in a show 
of force, these 
same women 
journalists took 
seats opposite 
the Taliban’s 
foreign minister to pose some challenging 
questions.  Photo:  Women journalists in Delhi 

questioning Taliban representatives. (Reuters) 

_____________________________________________ 
 

12 MONTHS ON 
In September 2024,  Australia, Canada, the 
Netherlands and Germany agreed to file a case 
with  the International Court of Justice (ICJ) against 
the Taliban concerning the oppression of women 
and girls in Afghanistan, specifically for alleged 
violations of the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW).   The four countries are still gathering 
evidence and preparing for the legal challenge 
which may take several years to resolve.   
 

Support for this challenge has gained momentum, 
with a meeting of Foreign Ministers from 17 
countries convened earlier this year to discuss  the 
gravity of the situation facing women and girls in 
Afghanistan.     
To read the full article, go to: 
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-
wong/media-release/women-foreign-ministers-
statement-ongoing-and-systematic-violations-human-
rights-afghanistan 

mailto:sawacommittee@gmail.com
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/women-foreign-ministers-statement-ongoing-and-systematic-violations-human-rights-afghanistan
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BOOKS, FILMS and INTERNET 
 

BAN ON BOOKS BY WOMEN  in Afghanistan  

In a further erasure of human rights, the Taliban 
has removed books written by women from the 
university teaching system in Afghanistan.  This 
action is part of a new ban which outlaws the 
teaching of human rights and sexual harassment 
in all-male institutions  The Taliban deemed  over 
600 books to be “of concern”, due to Sharia law 
and government policies.     (BBC News) 

 

INTERNET SHUTDOWN: Media blackout 
Afghanistan experienced a total internet blackout 

for 48 hours from Monday, September 29, to 

Wednesday, October 1. No reason was given for 

the shutdown, but weeks earlier Taliban officials 

cut off the internet in several northern provinces 

"to prevent immoral activities." 

Afghans lost the ability to contact anyone within 
or beyond their borders, sending waves of panic 
worldwide as families, colleagues, friends and 
media realised an entire nation had gone dark. 
Banking services froze, businesses ground to a 
halt, flights to and from major airports were 
canceled, money markets failed, and companies 
and aid groups lost contact with clients and staff. 
(CNN). 
 

 
 

GHAN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
AUSTRALIA:  Melbourne  23rd November 
2025 marks the 10th anniversary of GIFFA.   While 
cinema has been silenced inside Afghanistan, GIFFA  
continues with a commitment to keeping Afghan 
culture alive in Australia.   
For Melbourne screenings,  please see the 
following link:     www.giffa.org.au/filmandevent 

ANOTHER MOVIE TO WATCH OUT FOR  

The film “We Are Not Powerless” was launched at 
the Adelaide Film Festival in October.   It tells the 
heartwarming story of how one Afghan refugee 
community in Indonesia created a school for their 
children, while they were waiting in limbo for 
UNHCR resettlement to a third country.    
 

The school was 
co-founded by  
Muzafar Ali and 
his wife, Nagina,  
who are now 
Australian 
citizens, living in 
Adelaide …. and 
friends of SAWA.  
 

The school has 
inspired a refugee-led education movement with 
over 2000 refugee children currently receiving an 
education in Indonesia.    It is an inspiring story of a 
community who had nothing, but decided to do 
something for themselves, changing their lives in 
the process.   Many of the students have graduated 
to university. 
 

A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS 
This is the book that 
inspired the Thousand Suns 
event planned for 29 
November in Canberra. (See 

previous page).    
 

This novel by Afghan- 
American author Khaled 
Hosseini, follows the huge 
success of his bestselling 
2003 debut The Kite Runner. 
Mariam, an illegitimate teenager from Herat, is 
forced to marry a shoemaker from Kabul after a 
family tragedy.  Both Hosseini’s books were recently 
voted in the ABC Radio National’s Top 100 Books of 
the 21st Century.    
 

This may be the time for us all to read (or re-read) 
Hosseini’s book and reflect on the situations which 
still face thousands of young Afghan women today.  

 
 
 

http://www.giffa.org.au/filmandevent
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Annual General Meeting:  

The AGM of SAWA-SA was held on 28 October at 
Rumi Palace Restaurant.  We enjoyed a sumptuous 
Afghan dinner before the business of the meeting.    
Copies of the 2024/2025 Annual Report and 
Financial Report were presented and are now 
available on the website.  www.sawa-
australia.org   
 

Prior to the meeting, we farewelled Committee 
member, Mary Venner, who has returned to live in 
Sydney.   Mary will be greatly missed.  Her 
experience of working in Afghanistan in 2003-04  
added valuable knowledge and insight, and her 
commitment to raising awareness of SAWA 
through social media and contact with the 
Universities has significantly increased our profile.     
 

SAWA is also delighted to 
welcome Charlotte 
Stubber as a new 
Committee member.  
SAWAN readers may 
recall Charlotte in the 
August issue, raising 
funds with a cake stall at 
Adelaide University!   
Great to have you on 
board, Charlotte.     

Committee members  
Standing:  Jill Brooking, Margaret Gadd   
Seated:  Carol Shamsabadi, Maureen Arnott 
Not pictured:   Julie Irwin, Zainab Kazemi, Charlotte Stubber.  
 

POSITION VACANT:  Treasurer 
Our wonderful Treasurer, Carol Shamsabadi, is 
seeking to hand over to a new Committee 
member.  We are looking for someone with some 
financial background to manage our money. 
An interest in Afghanistan and a commitment to 
human rights would be perfect too!    
If you, or someone you know, would be interested, 
please email: sawacommittee@gmail.com     

 
Fullarton Market stall: 22nd November 
Our next fund-raising event will be a Market Stall 
at Fullarton Park Community Centre, 411 
Fullarton Road – just 
in time for Christmas 
shopping!   This will be 
a perfect opportunity 
to buy SAWA 
shopping bags, 
greeting cards, ready-
made gift baskets, 
ethnic jewellery and more.   
 

We will also have bright golden paper Suns to sign, 
in preparation for the festival event at the Afghan 
Embassy in Canberra on 29th November.    See story 
on Page 2 – and the book that inspired the event 
on Page 3.     

 

Thank you  to the friends of Safa Paigham at the 

Australian Islamic College in Adelaide who 
donated $109 to SAWA.   Safa gave a presentation 
on education for girls in Afghanistan as part of her 
SACE assignment.    Well done, Safa!    
 

Website upgrade 
We have recently updated the SAWA website 
www.sawa-australia.org  New photos and news 
give a comprehensive overview of what SAWA is all 
about.     Have a look – and tell us what you think. 
 

You will notice that the images of women and girls 
in Afghanistan have been blurred, to avoid 
identification, but you can still see photos of 
classes at the Vocational Training Centre, 
Graduation Ceremonies and many other activities 
which SAWA supports.  
 

SAWA wishes all our supporters a 
joyous Christmas and a happy, 
fulfilling 2026.      

http://www.sawa-australia.org/
mailto:sawacommittee@gmail.com
http://www.sawa-australia.org/
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http://www.sawa-australia.org/


 SAWA New South Wales     August 2025 
 SAWA-Australia (NSW) PO Box 1741, Rozelle NSW 2039 

                        ANZ Bank Balmain: Support Association for the Women of Afghanistan BSB 012-227  Acc # 157317444 

Convenor: Robyn Longhurst   Assistant Convenor: Margaet Bailey   Secretary: Shirley Allen    
Treasurer: Carolyn Allen   Public Officer:  Deanna Fekete       Committee: Denise Fahey, Deanna Fekete, 
June Lunsmann, Jenny Malkevich, Trina Supit   
www.nsw.sawa-australia:   Facebook Support Association for the Women of Afghanistan SAWA-NSW 

 

OPAWC PROJECT IN NURISTAN PROVINCE 
Sewing and Literacy Courses for Women  
 

A recent report received from OPAWC assures us 
that despite all the difficulties of access in this 
mountainous area with rugged roads, restricted 
movement, limited internet and electricity, small 
groups of women and girls are getting together to 
learn to sew and the rudiments of literacy.  
 

Photos show the women seated on rugs on the 
ground with sewing machines, or following words 
on a whiteboard.  
 

The sewing course focuses on practical sewing and 
design skills while the literacy course teaches basic 
reading, writing and arithmetic.  
Classes have been organised in safe and discreet 
locations with students divided into small groups 
to ensure security.  
 

The report notes that “the teacher points to words 
on the board with a thin stick…the students repeat 
it aloud in unison. The teacher watches with a 
satisfied smile, reflecting a quiet pride in seeing 
how these women in the mountains have found 
their voices”.    This observation is most poignant 
in view of the Taliban’s growing determination to 
silence women. 
  

SAWA-NSW Annual General Meeting 
The AGM was held on 10th September at the Royal 
Oak Hotel in Balmain. The formal proceedings saw 
most of the previous committee re-elected:  
Convenor, Robyn Longhurst, Assistant Convenor, 
Margaret Bailey, Secretary, Shirley Allen, 
Treasurer, Carolyn Allen, and Committee 
members, Jenny Matkevich, Trina Supit, June 
Lunsmann, Deanna Fekete and Denise Fahey.  
 

The Convenor presented her report for 2024-25. 
It was noted that there had been less need for 
fund-raising as several generous donations had 
been received.    Events held during the year  

 
included a lunch at the Leichardt Rowing Club, 
with Afghan food provided by Plate-it-Forward.   
This resulted in raising valuable funds, and a stall 
at the Balmain Market allowed for raising our 
profile, combined with social activity. 
 

Following the formal meeting proceedings, guest 
speaker, Nina Burridge, former academic at UTS, 
talked about her work with Afghan refugees in 
Indonesia and the continued distressing 
suppression of women in Afghanistan. 
 

 
Guest speaker Nina Burridge and SAWA Committee 
member, Trina Supit. 

 

ANNUAL LUNCH 2025 
The lunch will be held on 26th November at the 
Bamiyan Restaurant Five Dock.   Charge will be $80 
a head.  Invitations will be sent by email. 
 

STALL AT BALMAIN MARKET 
 

A Christmas-themed stall will be held on 13th 
December. Donations are welcome.  
A new batch of SAWA shopping bags with a big 
selection of vibrant colours will be on sale as well 
as jams and chutney. Shopping bags will now cost 
$15 and may also be ordered by email to: 
shopping.nsw@sawa-australia.org 
  
 

 

SAWA wishes all our supporters a 
joyous Christmas and a happy, 
fulfilling 2026.      
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