
10 years SAWA-Australia



2004

SAWA is 

founded in 

Castlemaine



2005 Committee changes to Adelaide

The SAWAN is produced from Adelaide



2005 RAWA member Amena visits Australia

Mt Waverley Secondary College, Melbourne



2005 RAWA member Amena visits Australia

public forum “women in Afghanistan” organized by

Amnesty International and SAWA in Adelaide



2006

SAWA supports 

Naseema Shaheed 

High School in Khewa 

refugee camp near 

Peshawar, Pakistan



2006

SAWA sends 

pharmaceuticals to 

Malalai hospital 

obtained from 

Overseas 

Pharmaceutical Aid 

for Life (OPAL)  



2006 RAWA member Mariam visits Australia 

keynote speaker at the Deakin University conference

"Community Development in a Global Risk Society"



2006 RAWA member Mariam visits Australia 

at the University of South Australia



2006

SAWA secretary Barbara Kameniar visits Japan 

and meets with Friends of RAWA (Japan)

	



2007 Malalai Joya speaks at the Hawke 

Centre of the University of South 

Australia, a joint event of UNIFEM 

and SAWA-Australia



2007

Naseema Shaheed 

High School starts 

computer courses



2007
RAWA member Sohaila 

visits Australia

Sohaila speaks at 

Annesley College 

assembly in Adelaide

SAWA secretary 

Barbara James 

introduces Sohaila



2007
Pakistan closes Khewa refugee camp with 

Naseema Shaheed High School and Malalai 

clinic



2007
Loreto College students in Adelaide exchange 

letters with Hewad High School students

Zainab's letter 

to Georgia. 

Zainab is 14 

years old and is 

in 7th grade. 

She has three 

brothers and six 

sisters.



2007

SAWA 

obtains 

handicraft 

articles from 

RAWA for 

sale at 

fundraising 

events.



2008

SAWA sends birthing 

kits obtained from 

Zonta to rural 

Afghanistan.



2008

The Vocational Training Centre is established in 

Kabul.



2008

SAWA convener Matthias Tomczak 

visits Kabul and the Vocational 

Training Centre.



2008

The Vocational Training Centre gets its first sewing machines and 

opens the handicraft section.



2009

SAWA sends a 

second batch of 

2000 birthing kits.

The Sydney group of SAWA,

having completed the

packing of the kits.



2009 RAWA member Shazia visits Australia

Shazia speaks in Melbourne



2009 Hewad High School in Rawalpindi, Pakistan 

receives computers for its computer lab.



2009

SAWA raises sufficient funds to repay the loan for the 

sewing machines



2009

The Brisbane SAWA group holds a stand at the 

Brisbane Peace Fair



2010

International Women’s Day in Sydney



2010

SAWA supports Hewad High 

School teacher Lailoma after 

her husband dies in a traffic 

accident

Lailoma and Akbar celebrate

their first son’s birthday

Lailoma and family in 2010



2010

SAWA-Australia 

convener 

Matthias 

Tomczak visits 

Hewad High 

School in 

Rawalpindi, 

Pakistan

Lailoma in her class



2010

SAWA-Australia 

convener 

Matthias 

Tomczak visits 

the Vocational 

Training Centre in 

Kabul

A warm welcome from the Headmistress, teacher

and students



2010

SAWA reorganizes into

SAWA-Australia (SA) and SAWA-Australia (NSW)



2010

Women of the Vocational Training Centre write their stories 

into Australian art



2010

SAWA-Australia (SA) establishes an agreement with 

APHEDA – Union Aid Abroad for tax deductible receipts



2011

OPAWC director Latifa 

Ahmady speaks at the 

IWD event in Kabul

International 

Women’s 

Day



2011

A student speech and a 

theatre play at Hewad 

High School

International 

Women’s 

Day



2011

Jessica Morrison of 

Victoria University 

and WILPF visits 

the Vocational 

Training Centre



2011

Malaia Joya attends 

the Melbourne 

writers festival, 

tours Australia and 

speaks at SAWA 

events



2011

SAWA-Australia (SA) convener Matthias Tomczak 

visits the Vocational Training Centre in Kabul



2011

SAWA-Australia (SA) gains the support of Planet 

Wheeler to fund Hamoon Clinic in Farah province



2011

The haka 

during the first 

quiz night of 

SAWA-

Australia (SA) 

in Adelaide



2012

OPAWC's Literacy Course receives the highest scores 

for learning, regularity, discipline and punctuality from 

the Ministry of Education and gets on National Radio of 

Afghanistan as an example for other courses.



2012

Sally Sara 

speaks at a 

SAWA-Australia 

(SA) event in 

Adelaide to 

support the work 

of SAWA.



2012

Community groups raise funds in support of the work 

done by SAWA-Australia (SA).

Shalimar Belly Dance 

International Women's Day in Foster, NSW



2012

Community groups raise funds in support of the work 

done by SAWA-Australia (SA).

Bowling for 

Afghanistan

in Perth



2012

Community groups raise funds in support of the work 

done by SAWA-Australia (SA).

Nobody's Fault 

But Mine

presents a 

concert in 

Adelaide



2012

Community groups raise funds in support of the work 

done by SAWA-Australia (SA).

The Manhattan 

Project in Coffs 

Harbour raises 

funds for 

OPAWC.



2012

SAWA-Australia (SA) starts the sponsorship program for 

AFCECO students.

Law student Shazia is the 

first student from one of 

AFCECO’s orphanages to 

receive a sponsorship.



2012

SAWA-Australia (SA) runs a 

successful special appeal for 

the Vocational Training Centre.

The English and computer 

classes continue with the support 

from the DAK Foundation and 

Coffey International.



2013

The State Library of Queensland purchase the set 

of books that form the basis of Two Trees.



2013

Two more AFCECO 

students find sponsors:

Medical student Sosan

Law student Zubaida



2013

Bowling for 

Afghanistan

The winning teams 

in Perth and 

Adelaide



2013

Fighting in Farah kills 3 staff of Hamoon Clinic 

and injures a nurse.



2013

OPAWC director Latifa Ahmady shows Two Trees

to the literacy class.

SAWA-Australia 

(SA) convener 

Matthias Tomczak 

visits the 

Vocational 

Training Centre 

with copies of Two 

Trees.



2013

SAWA-Australia (SA) 

holds a film night in 

Adelaide



2013

SAWA (SA) supports Amnesty International's 

campaign for the rights of Afghanistan's women.

The 

documentary 

View from a 

Grain of Sand 

is shown in the 

North Adelaide

Community 

Centre



2013

Two Trees goes 

on sale.



2013

SAWA-Australia (SA) starts a crowd funding 

drive to buy Hamoon Clinic a new ambulance.  



2013
More AFCECO 

students find 

sponsors; AFCECO 

director Andeisha 

steps down and 

hands over to the 

new generation.

Andeisha (right) with a 

volunteer student and a 

teacher at OPAWC's 

Vocational Training 

Centre



2013

Two Trees is launched in Melbourne with many 

of the artists present.



2013

Queensland senator 

Claire Moore is the 

guest speaker at the 

launch of Two Trees

in Brisbane



2013

SAWA-Australia (SA) member Jean Mellor 

and event organizer Linda Cupitt launch 

Two Trees in Lismore



2014

Amnesty 

International 

raises funds 

for SAWA (SA) 

in Brisbane

with an Irish-

themed craic.

International Women’s Day



2014

The Australian 

Education Union in 

Tasmania shows Mary 

meets Mohammad and 

donates the proceeds 

to SAWA (SA).

International Women’s Day



2014

The Latrobe Valley

branch of the Australian 

Education Union 

supports SAWA (SA) 

with a major donation.

International Women’s Day



2014

SAWA-Australia (SA) and Amnesty 

International show Mary meets Mohammad

in Adelaide.



2014

The new SAWA-Australia (SA) website is 

launched.



2014

The new ambulance donated by SAWA-

Australia (SA) arrives at Hamoon Clinic.



2014

Bowling for 

Afghanistan

in Adelaide



2014

Bowling for Afghanistan in Perth



10 years 

SAWA-

Australia, 

10 years 

the 

SAWAN.


